
 

 

OCTOBER 11, 2020 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
*Please maintain social distance of at least 6 feet and 

keep your mask on at all times while on MPC property. 
 
PRELUDE       Mark Shockey 

 

CALL to WORSHIP — from Psalm 91         Molly Ramsey 

One: You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 

All: We will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust." 

One: For God will deliver you from the snare of the fowler, and under God's wings you will find 
  refuge. 

All: We will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day. 

One: Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling-place. 

All: When we call to the Lord, God will answer; God will be with us in trouble; God will 
  guard us in all our ways.  Let us worship God together! 
 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION   

Merciful God, there is so much that we allow to separate us one from another: wealth and 
status, color and sexuality, privilege and power.  And there is so much that we turn away 
from in your world out of discomfort, fear, disgust, or apathy.  Forgive us, O God, even 
when we are so undeserving.  Free us from our slavery to sin and death.  Free our hearts 
from the hardness we have created between ourselves and others.  Free us from our in-
stincts to serve only ourselves.  Instill in us your love, your justice, your mercy, and your 
welcome. May we create a welcome that is wide enough for all.  

(Time for silent prayer and confession.) 
 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS 
One: Beloved of God, there is nothing in all the world that can separate you from God’s love. 
 There is nothing you could do or say that would keep God from loving you.  Together let 
 us proclaim this good news:  

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen!  
 

RESPONSE to GOD’S GRACE — Glory to the Father  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING — Luke 16:19-31 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 
day.  And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.  The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.  The rich man also died 
and was buried.  In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far 
away with Lazarus by his side.  He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Laza-
rus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But 
Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Laz-
arus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.  Besides all 
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from 
here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.”  He said, “Then, father, I beg 
you to send him to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that 



 

 

they will not also come into this place of torment.”  Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.”  He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them 
from the dead, they will repent.”  He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

MEDITATION                                                                   Pastor Rachel Rhodes 
 

AFFIRMATION of  FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly con-
demned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vin-
dicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal.  With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.  
 

MUSICAL MEDITATION — Our Help Is in the Name of God                                                      OLD 124TH 

Our help is in the name of God the Lord, 
the One who made the heavens with a word, 

creator of the world, each living thing. 
Come, bless the Lord, lift up your hearts and sing: 

"Our help is in the name of God the Lord." 
 

When evil seems to have the upper hand, 
call on God's name: the Lord, the great "I Am." 

When troubles rise and all around gives way, 
remember God stays with us night and day. 
Our help is in the name of God the Lord. 

 

Praise God the Lord who hears the captives' prayer. 
Like birds escaping from the fowler's snare 

We are set free; our praises now ascend 
"Blessed be the Lord:  Creator, Savior, Friend. 

Our help is in the name of God the Lord." 
 

POSTLUDE — God of Grace and God of Glory   

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION at HOME 

- Where do you see this "great chasm" in the world? 

- Where do you see a "great chasm" separating you from those you are called to love? 

- How might you seek to bridge that chasm in your daily life? 
 

OTHERS PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'S SERVICE 
Tim Carpenter – Director of Music 

Photos provided by:  Luisa Herrera-Gonzalez, Nancy Kernan,  
Damon Miller & Rachel Rhodes 


