MAY 10, 2020
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRELUDE — Stay With Us - Taizé Chant

CALL t0o WORSHIP
One: As the sun set over the village of Emmaus,
All:  Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it,
One: And gave it to his friends.
All:  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him.
One: Today we gather to behold the risen Lord!
All:  May our eyes be opened to recognize Jesus in our midst!
One: Praise the Lord.
All:  Let us worship God together!

A BLESSING for ABSENCE
May you know that absence is alive with hidden presence, that nothing is ever lost or forgotten.
May the absences in your life grow full of eternal echo.
May you sense around you the secret Elsewhere, where the presences that have left you dwell.
May you be generous in your embrace of loss.
May the sore well of grief turn into a seamless flow of presence.
May your compassion reach out to the ones we never hear from.
May you have the courage to speak for the excluded ones.
May you become the gracious and passionate subject of your own life.
May you not disrespect your mystery through brittle words or false belongings.
May you be embraced by God in whom dawn and twilight are one.
May your longing inhabit its dreams within the Great Belonging.
--John O'Donohue

SCRIPTURE READING — Luke 24:13-35
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, 4and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 5>While
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, ®but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. 7And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other
while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleo-
pas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the peo-
ple, 22and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and cruci-
fied him. 2! But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things took place. 2 Moreover, some women of our group astounded
us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 2and when they did not find his body there, they
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.
24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but
they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart
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to believe all that the prophets have declared! 20 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suf-
fer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on.
2 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is
now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recog-
nized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to
us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. 3*They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has ap-
peared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made
known to them in the breaking of the bread.

One: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

AFFIRMATION of FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God...who inspired the prophets and apostles, rules our faith and
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters
of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all
ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, free-
dom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

PAUSE for PRAYER
At this time, we invite you to take out a piece of paper and a pen, or talk with the people you are worshipping with
today, and answer at least one of the following questions as we prepare to turn to God in prayer.

1) What has closed you from the presence of God this week?
2) What has opened you to the presence of God this week?

3) How might you open the presence of God to others?
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