
 

 1 

MAY 31, 2020 
PENTECOST 

 
 

PRELUDE — Canticle for Pentecost - Erik Routley 
(Text taken from Joel 2:28, Acts 2:2 & 17, John 14:16 & 16:13, & Romans 8:6) 

 

CALL to WORSHIP   

One: Spirit of the living God, visit us again on this day of Pentecost. 

All: Come, Holy Spirit. 

One: Like a rushing wind that sweeps away all barriers, 

All: Come, Holy Spirit. 

One: Like tongues of fire that set our hearts aflame, 

All: Come, Holy Spirit. 

One: With speech that unites the Babel of our tongues, 

All: Let us worship God together. 

One: With love that overlaps the boundaries of race and nation, 

All: Come, Holy Spirit. 

One: With power from above to make our weakness strong, 

All: Come, Holy Spirit.  Let us worship God together. 
 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION 
Spirit of God, you are the breath of creation, the wind of change that blows through our lives, 

opening us up to new dreams and new hopes, new life in Jesus Christ.  Forgive us our closed 

minds, which barricade themselves against new ideas, preferring the past to what you might want 

to do through us tomorrow.  Forgive our closed eyes, which fail to see the needs of your world, 

blind to opportunities of service and love.  Forgive our closed hands, which clutch our gifts and 

our wealth for our own use alone.  Forgive us our closed hearts, which limit our affections to our-

selves and our own.  Spirit of new life, forgive us and break down the prison walls of our selfish-

ness, that we might be open to your love and open for service in your world, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.  
 

(Time for  silent prayer and confession.) 
 

RESPONSE — Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart - G. Croly/F. C. Atkinson 

 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS 

One: People of God, the Spirit of God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you.  For every
 one who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, in 
 whom we live and move and have our being, let us proclaim the good news of the gospel:  

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen  
 

PRAYER for  ILLUMINATION — Spirit of the Living God - Daniel Iverson 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
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SCRIPTURE READING — Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting.  3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them.  4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  6And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each.  7Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galile-
ans?  8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.’  12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 
13But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  15Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  16No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel:  17“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see vi-
sions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  19And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be 
turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

AFFIRMATION of  FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies us by 
grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church.  The same Spirit who inspired the 
prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the 
Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.  In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord 
and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the 
Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, Come, Lord Jesus!   

 

PAUSE for PRAYER  
At this time, we invite you to take out a piece of paper and a pen, or talk with the people you are worshipping with 
today, and answer at least one of the following questions as we prepare to turn to God in prayer.  

1) Where has it been most difficult to see or hear the Church this week? 

2) Where have you seen God's Spirit this week or how have you felt the Spirit's leading? 

3) How might you open your heart more fully to be a vessel for God's Spirit in the week 
ahead? 
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POSTLUDE — Cornet Voluntary - John Travers 
 
 
 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'S SERVICE 
Rev. Rachel Rhodes – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Alex Lester-Abdalla – Associate Pastor 
Tim Carpenter – Director of Music 

Caroline Thompson – Liturgist 
Mark Shockey – piano & organ 

Carol Carpenter, Tim Carpenter, Sara Curtiss & Craig Tipton – Singers 
Damon Miller – Communications Coordinator 
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Dawn Flook, Ray Hendrickson, Drew Hunger, Dan Jones, Betsy Jurey, Frank Queen & Geoff Smith 


