
 

 

OCTOBER 25, 2020 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
*Please maintain social distance of at least 6 feet and 

keep your mask on at all times while on MPC property. 
 
PRELUDE — Be Thou My Vision - arr. Jason Krug                                                                          Chancel Chimes 

 

CALL to WORSHIP                                                                                                               Pastor Rachel Rhodes 

One: Whether we embrace God's call in our lives or try to avoid it, 

All: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

One: Whether we are longtimers or latecomers in the life of faith, 

All: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

One: Whether our lives in Christ are comfortable or bring hardship, 

All: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  We 
  praise God's name forever and ever! 
 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION                                                                    Pastor Alex Lester-Abdalla 

God of abundant goodness, we confess that we want your grace for ourselves, but often 
wish punishment or exclusion on others.  We judge the efforts and motives of others while 
ignoring the faults of our own.  Forgive us, we pray, when we let jealousy overtake us.  For-
give us, we pray, when we are petty even in the presence of your generosity.  We ask for 
your mercy once again.  Help us to be more merciful toward one another. 

(Time for silent prayer and confession.) 
 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS 
One: Friends, God extends to us mercy beyond our deserving and grace beyond our ability to 
 earn it.  Let us proclaim this good news:  

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen!  
 

RESPONSE to GOD’S GRACE — Glory to the Father  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING — Matthew 20:1-16 

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers 
for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard.  When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went.  When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.  And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’  They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’  He said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard.’  When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’  
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.  Now when 
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage.  And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked 
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’  But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage?  Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 



 

 

last the same as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?  Or 
are you envious because I am generous?’  So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

MEDITATION                                                                               Molly Ramsey 
 

PRAYER of  DEDICATION  
One:  Gracious and loving God, with joyful and thankful hearts, we dedicate our gifts and our    
 annual commitments to you. 
All:  May these gifts become tangible reminders of your blessings.  May these annual 
 commitments be used in service of your kingdom, that we might be a blessing as a 
 community of faith.  May they be the first fruits of all we have and not what we have 
 left over, so that we may live out as closely as possible how you give to us. 
One:  May our eyes, our minds and our hearts be opened this year.  May we be surprised in our 
 lives, in our church and in our ministry together. 
All:  We dedicate our lives to you, O God.  May we be a blessing to others as we live out 
 your call.  We pray that we will be good stewards of all that you have given to us, in 
 the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

MUSICAL MEDITATION — As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought                                               FOREST GREEN 

As those of old their firstfruits brought of vineyard, flock and field 
to God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 

so we today our firstfruits bring, the wealth of this good land: 
of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand. 

 

A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give, 
to make our life an offering that all may truly live. 

The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true: 
A world redeemed by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new. 

 

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today, 
To serve your cause and share your love with all along life's way. 

O God who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, 
Help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done. 

 

POSTLUDE — Come, Labor On                                                                 Elizabeth Lester-Abdalla 

 

QUESTION for REFLECTION at HOME 

- Has there been a time when you've experienced unexpected grace? 

- How might you seek to notice God's grace and generosity in your daily life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHERS PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'S SERVICE 
Tim Carpenter – Director of Music 

Photos provided by:  Roger Anderson, Luisa Herrera-Gonzalez, Nancy Kernan,  
Damon Miller & Rachel Rhodes 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*Please note all announcements for Sunday bulletins are due by noon the Tuesday before  
they are to be published.  Please email announcements to Bulletin@MPCusa.net. 

 
SUBMISSIONS DUE FOR ALL SAINT'S DAY 
During the morning worship service on Sunday, November 1, we will observe All Saints’ Day at Morrisville Pres-
byterian Church.  The service will include a Litany of Remembrance and a Prayer of Thanksgiving, enabling us to 
give thanks to God for members and family members who have died in the previous year.  Please notify the 
church office by Monday, October 26, if you would like a family member’s name to be included in the 
prayer. 

MPC CLOTHING CENTER IS NOW OPEN 
The Clothing Center of Morrisville Presbyterian Church is open on Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  All 
clothing and merchandise are donated with the profits given to charitable agencies/organizations both local and 
global. You never know what you will find, the merchandise changes weekly and is set up seasonally.  This little 
jewel of a shop tucked away in the MPC basement sells top quality and brand name clothing (including outerwear 
and activewear) and accessories for women, men, teens, children and infants; along with jewelry, shoes, books, 
household goods including small appliances, lamps, decorative pillows, dishes, glassware and linens.  Never pay full 
price for your family’s clothing or home merchandise, come shop at our Clothing Center and you will always leave 
with great items and money in your pocket! 
 

Donations:  Only clean, gently used fall &/or winter clothes – NO spring or summer clothing, are being accepted 
at this time.  All donated items (housewares, linens, accessories, etc.) must be washed and clean.  Please do not 
leave items outside by the church doors!!! The only days/times that donations can be brought to the church are the 
following: 

• Monday: 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
• Tuesday: 9:00 -10:30 a.m. 
• Wednesday: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
• Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

BROWN BAG & BIBLE STUDY—ALL ARE WELCOME—WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 
Join us this fall as we complete our journey through 2nd Samuel.  Each week we will explore the biblical text to-
gether and do so with the assistance of a theological commentary alongside it.  Please know that EVERYONE is 
welcome—this includes people who read the Bible and commentaries regularly, as well as people who don’t even 
know what a commentary is!  No knowledge of King David or of 1st or 2nd Samuel is needed in advance—we are 
learning and growing together!  
 

The Bible Study will meet every Wednesday from Noon-1:00 p.m. over Zoom.  The “Brown Bag” part of our title 
means that you are welcome to bring lunch and eat during Bible Study.  Following our Bible Study, folks are also 
welcome to stay for our weekly prayer meeting that meets for about 15-20 minutes on Zoom.  
 

If you would like to attend Brown Bag & Bible Study this year (or are at least interested enough to check 
it out for a couple of weeks), please contact Pastor Rachel at rachelrhodes@mpcusa.net.  We hope you will 
join us this fall as we study God’s Word together!  


