
Publi shed :  September 7 ,  2021  

Welcome home! 
Sunday School Begins 

New Adult Sunday School Classes 

Choir Returns 

Annual Picnic –September 19 

Youth Club Starts 

Clothing Center Reopens 



2 

         Pastor’s Pen 
Dearest Friends, 

Welcome home!  And welcome to a new season of life together here at MPC!  We 
are overjoyed to kickoff this fall season with a renewed sense of excitement, ad-
venture, gratitude, and joy!  As you might imagine, we are making plans but hold-
ing them loosely, not knowing what the coming months will require to ensure the 
safety and well-being of our church and community.  But regardless of what may need to shift or change, we are 
throwing ourselves into some exciting plans and can’t wait to worship and fellowship with you.  While the world 
seems to be an unending whirlwind of pain and heartache, tragedy and terror, we are clinging tightly to the truth that 
our God is always faithful!    

In a recent Session meeting, we talked about the “valley of dry bones” found in the 37th chapter of Ezekiel.  And 
though this text is speaking to a people who have been utterly destroyed in battle (a very different context than our 
own), I don’t think it’s hard for us to imagine the dry and parched places of our own lives; the places that have felt 
lifeless or weary, especially in the past 18 months.  Within this story, however, Ezekiel is called upon to “prophesy 
to the bones” and the Lord stitches these dry and lifeless bones back together with flesh and sinews.  BUT, the 
bones do not fully live until they have been filled with the breath of life—a breath that only God can provide.  
Again and again, no matter how dry or weary or frustrated or exhausted those bones get, God can and God will 
breathe new life into them. 

Friends, if you are walking into this next chapter of life with weariness, fear, frustration, or anxiety, I promise you, 
you are not alone!  BUT I can also promise you that as a church called to witness to that breath of life again and 
again, we are ready to pray fervently and fiercely that God would fill our weary bones with the breath of life.  We are 
walking into this new church year with new ideas, renewed energy, and a readiness to adapt and shift as needed.  But 
we do so knowing that God will continue to fill us with that breath of life and sustain us for whatever comes.  As I 
said to the Session, thank goodness the future of Morrisville Presbyterian Church and the future of the Church uni-
versal does not fall on our shoulders—if that were the case we would be in a world of trouble.  But rather, the fu-
ture of the church is a future we entrust to the Triune God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.  As our Brief Statement 
of Faith is quick to point out, we do live in a broken and fearful world, but the Spirit—that same Spirit that filled dry 
bones with the breath of life and fills our weary souls even today—that Spirit gives us courage for the work to come.   

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  
and to live holy and joyful lives,  even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  

praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  --Excerpt from A Brief Statement of Faith of the PC(USA) 

Thanks be to God for our life together! 

With gratitude for each of you, 

Pastor Rachel  
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Dear Priesthood of All Believers,  

“We were separated from you for a while physically, but not in our hearts.  We 
made every effort in our desire to see you again face-to-face…What is our hope, 
joy, or crown that we can brag about in front of our Lord Jesus when he comes? 
Isn’t it all of you?”  These are the words from the Apostle Paul in his first letter to 
the church in Thessalonica.  Cut off from his people, separated by miles with no 
clear timetable for when they will be reunited, Paul desires desperately to see the 
Thessalonians again.  Similarly, we have found ourselves through the up and down 
and all around nature of the past year and a half.  We have navigated personal and 
communal changes in our ability to see the people we love and care for.  We have 
fell in and out of our sense of belonging to our church and even our God.  Yet 
this desire for one another, this desire for community, this desire for belonging is 
our rock in the ever changing storm.  As Paul says to his people in the verses 
above, “My hope, my joy, my crowning achievement…is you.” 

As we approach a fall full of new beginnings and challenges we turn to one another.  Rachel and I, the education 
and youth committees, along with Sunday School teachers and Youth Club volunteers are committed to creating 
spaces of belonging and faith formation for our church.  As we have learned, we cannot guarantee what new limita-
tions COVID-19 will create, but we are also acquiring new abilities of resolve and creativity to meet these limitations 
as they present themselves.   

So we are excited to welcome back in-person faith formation at MPC!  All Sunday School classes will begin the 
morning of September 19 at 9:30 a.m..  This year we give thanks for the teachers of our Pre-k, One-Room Elemen-
tary School, Quest, High School Seminar, and Adult Sunday School classes as they create a safe and welcoming faith 
formation experience.  Session has discerned that masks, social distancing, and vaccinations for all teachers are re-
quired.  Coming away from a spirit-filled mission trip week in West Virginia, we also look forward to a consistent in-
person Youth Club experience for our middle and high school students.  Every Wednesday night through the pro-
gram year we will gather for fun, mission opportunities, and the occasional musical offering.   

We recognize that the future will look different, but we are also encouraged by the service of those volunteering 
their time to lead this church and the faithfulness of you desiring to be with one another.  We have gone to great 
lengths to acquire portable air purifiers, technology for hybrid learning in our Adult Sunday School, and we are put-
ting in place other precautions to create a safe and welcoming environment—especially for our young children who 
are not able to be vaccinated.  And yet we also recognize that this still may not be enough for you or your family to 
feel safe.  And that is okay.  We continue to navigate 
this new horizon with flexibility, grace and care.  If 
you have a concern or a question about safety, please 
reach out to me at alexlester-abdalla@mpcusa.net and 
I would be happy to walk through our procedures and 
any concerns you may have.  We will continue to think 
outside the box and create new ways for our church to 
be together through this changing landscape.  So we 
hope you will join us in any way that feels safe for you.  
Come all of you who are weary and bearing heavy bur-
dens, come all of you seeking renewed energy and 
spirit.  Come all of you, for we care about you.   

Grace and Peace, 

Alex   

FAITH FORMATION UPDATE FROM PASTOR ALEX 

Coming Soon! 

MPC's Rally Day 

Sunday, 

September 19 

mailto:alexlester-abdalla@mpcusa.net
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

New Organist 
We are excited to welcome our new organist, Yun Kang. 
Yun will be starting with the Chancel Choir rehearsal on 
September 16 and playing for worship services starting 
September 19.  Yun holds numerous degrees in Music 
Performance and Chamber Music and has strong experi-
ence as an accompanist and church organist.  Yun shares 
that she lives with her husband and two children Eliana 
and Elijah.  She loves to play the piano with her children 
who play the violin and cello.  In her free time she likes 
traveling, cooking and spending time with her family. 
Yun is excited to join the MPC music ministry and 
"praise the Lord with you." 

Update on Molly Ramsey, 

Pastoral Intern 2019-2021 
We are thrilled to inform you that on Sunday, August 15, 
by unanimous vote, Molly Ramsey was welcomed as the 
Pastor of Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church in Point 
Pleasant, NJ!  On this occasion, Molly wore the stole 
gifted to her from MPC and she continues to remain so 
grateful for your love and prayers.  Please pray for Molly 
and her new church family.  Her start date among them 
was September 1.  
 

Session Committee Chairpersons 2021-22 
Youth — Dawn Flook 

Congregational Ministry — Lisa Zazzu 

Personnel — Patrick Gilbride 

Stewardship — Caroline Thompson 

Budget — Mark Schnurr & Patrick Gilbride 

Outreach — Ray Hendrickson 

Worship — Elizabeth Dugan 

Communications — Greg Neiman 

Education — Wes Gardner 

Nominating — Dan Jones 

Deacon Moderator – Tony Zazzu 

Trustee Officers 

 President—Clark Martin 

 Vice President—Suzanne Barletto 

 Secretary—Laurel Leonard 

 Treasurer—Gary Ward 

Thank You! 
Dear MPC Family and Friends, 

I’m humbled and so grateful for the beautiful gift basket 
that was delivered to me last week.  I was overwhelmed 
with the gifts, beautiful and very touching hand written 
notes and very generous monetary blessing that the bas-
ket contained.  Your thoughtfulness, love and generosity 
are gifts, I will always remember.  I am so grateful and 
feel so blessed to have worked at MPC the last six years 
as the Administrative Assistant.  MPC will always hold a 
special place in my heart.  Thank you and God bless you 
now and always. 

With love from Diane Toner 

~ 
Wow, now there was a farewell I can never forget.  A 
simple "thank you" seems so inadequate.  I need to 
thank everyone who wished me a happy retirement, 
whether on tape or in person.  The appreciation of the 
gift was so unexpected.  Luann and I now have a down 
payment for an RV trailer.  

Working at a job for 25 years leaves quite a few memo-
ries I can think of.  As the years passed, we all worked 
hard but sprinkled it with fun and fellowship along the 
way.  Hundreds of volunteers helped throughout the 
years, as an example the attic cleanouts along with the 
pizza.   

The party the church set up amazed me, I was in shock 
most of the day.  From Pastor Rachel’s beautiful words, 
to the car lineup, the video, to the humor of a Burger 
King crown, and the directors chair.   

To thank all of you, please except this meager "thank 
you" with best wishes.  May the Lord shine on you and 
your family every day.  

Blessing & Love Rich Drabb  

Missed a Worship Service? 

Visit www.mpcusa.org/pastservices 

Access recordings 

of  previous  

Sunday Worship 

Services. 
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MPC PRAYER LIST 

UPDATE FROM COVID-19 TASK FORCE 
The MPC COVID-19 Task Force recently met to determine whether any changes need to be made to the “Plan to 
Address COVID-19 at MPC” (the “Plan”) because of the virus’s Delta variant.  The Task Force believes that the 
existing protective actions being taken at the church will continue to be effective against this variant.  These actions 
include wearing of masks, social distancing through every other pew being used, and ventilating areas through open 
windows and air circulation.  

The Task Force believes that all who can be vaccinated should become vaccinated, but recognizes that children un-
der the age of 12 cannot yet be vaccinated and some people have medical conditions that prevent them from getting 
vaccinated.  

Below are some recent changes made to the “Plan”: 

• The choir will be returning in late September to sing from the choir loft.  All choir members at that time 
will be vaccinated and wear specially-designed masks. 

• All Sunday School and Adult Education teachers by the beginning of classes will be vaccinated. 

• Although no drinks or food can be consumed within the church, outdoor events can have food and 
drinks with the following conditions: prepackaged food, e.g., wrapped sandwiches purchased from stores 
and individual items brought from home, and drink, i.e., cans, cartons, and bottles, are allowable.  This is 
to provide social distancing and prevent congregating around food and drink tables. 

Did you know that here at MPC we maintain a regular, 

weekly prayer list?  This list includes the names of indi-

viduals in our church, community, and wider world who 

are in need of prayer.  Every week there are people in 

our church family who are praying over these names and 

situations.  During the academic year, a faithful group 

meets each Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. to pray together.  

During the summer this list is distributed regularly so 

that our prayers for one another can continue.  For 

many years, Drew Hunger has faithfully managed and 

distributed this Prayer List—please thank him when you 

have a moment!  In the future, you are encouraged to 

send prayer concerns to our Minister of Visitation, Rev. 

Jack McAnlis at jackmcanlis@mpcusa.net.  You are also 

welcome to contact Rev. McAnlis if you wish to be in-

cluded in our weekly prayer meeting, which will begin 

again in September.  Thank you for faithfully praying for 

our church family and for our world.  

The Communications & 

Evangelism Committee is 

looking for a few volun-

teers to greet visitors who 

stop by the MPC booth at 

Yardley's Harvest Day on 

Saturday, September 18.  We also need volunteers to 

help set up and break down our booth.  Shifts are 1 1/2 

hours beginning at 8:30 a.m. and ending at 5:30 p.m..  

You may sign up through the Sign-Up Genius link locat-

ed in the weekly MPC emails or contact Damon Miller at 

damonmiller@mpcusa.net for available times and any 

questions you may have.  Yardley's Harvest Day is rain 

or shine and is one of the biggest events MPC attends to 

spread the word, "No matter who you are or where you 

are on your journey of faith, please know that you are 

welcome at MPC!" to others in our area.  We hope you 

can join us! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 MPC Annual Picnic 

Sunday, September 19 

See back cover for more details! 

mailto:jackmcanlis@mpcusa.net
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Submitted by the Rev. Jack McAnlis, Minister of Visitation 

I once read that a church can be defined as: “a body or collection of persons, vol-
untarily associated together, professing to believe what Christ teaches, to do what 
Christ enjoins, to imitate his example, cherish his spirit, and make known his gospel 
to others.  That is a good description.  However, I would add, or have it under-
stood, that a while we suppose that we associate together “voluntarily,” our belief is 
that we are gathered in by the Holy Spirit.   
 

Going back the definition above, how is it that we know “what Christ teaches,” or 
“what Christ enjoins”?  The obvious answer is: “From the Bible!”  Yes, that “Good 
Book.”  It is in the Bible that we come to know that “Person” who stands at the 
center of our faith.  The whole of the Hebrew scriptures looks forward to the com-
ing of the Messiah.  The whole of the Christian scriptures is an expression of the 
faith that Jesus, who is the Messiah/Christ, is the source for understanding the truth about God, human beings, and 
the world.  If we want to know what Christians believe, we cannot look only to our own minds and hearts, personal 
experiences, and popular opinions; we must go to the Bible.  
 

The Bible provides guidance, support, and comfort for the Church.  For preachers, members, and leaders, we have 
the teachings of Jesus to authoritative words about service, love, material possessions, and forgiveness.  The words 
of the Psalms and the prophet Isaiah often lead us to praise when reflecting on the wonders of God, creation, and 
salvation as well and give comfort in times of suffering and affliction.  The writings give us insights to what we 
might call “the politics of God”: justice for the op-
pressed, food to the hungry, watch over the stranger, 
uphold the orphan and widow, love of neighbor. 
 

Read it.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to be with you and 
read.  Some passages are not enjoyable (like parts of the 
books I and II Kings).  But the longer you read the  
Bible, the more you will be grateful for it.  The more 
you get into the spirit of it, the more you will get into 
the spirit of Christ - and the more the spirit of Christ 
will get into you! 

In Loving Memory 
Our sympathy goes out to the families of those who recently passed away: 

• Marilyn R. (Ratcliffe) Ellis, on Saturday, June 19, 2021. 

• Dorothy B. "Dot" Barker, on Sunday, June 27, 2021. 

• Louise Shoemaker, on Wednesday, August 4, 2021. 

• Nancy M. Barron, on Sunday, August 8, 2021. 

• Rae (Bunting) Bennett, on Thursday, August 26. 

• Dorine Boehm McGary, Wednesday, September 1. 

Let us continue to remember these individuals and all members of their families in our prayers at this time.  

THE BIBLE:  THE SOURCE OF "SPIRIT" 

Sacrament of  Baptism 
 

Adults wishing to be baptized, or 
parents requesting baptism for their 
child, are asked to call the church 
office at 215-295-4191. 
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IVINS OUTREACH CENTER (IOC) UPDATE 
Provided by Kathy Foster 

The IOC has continued to provide weekly food boxes to families (approximately 25 boxes/wk) and hot meals to 
individuals (approximately 50 hot meals/week) over the summer.  Last year we were preparing and delivering family 
and individual food bags every Saturday from May through December.  This year we reduced the packing and deliv-
eries to two Saturdays/month and expect to continue to do so for the next few months.  There are several reasons 
for this:  

• The food donations from Giant have significantly decreased, the bulk of the food given to families were 
a result of those donations. 

• We don’t have the volunteers which we had last summer as they have returned to work or resuming pre-
COVID life. 

• The four families have continued to make approximately 75 hot pasta/sauce meals and soup 2x/month; 
last year they provided meals weekly.  They will continue to provide these meals/soup for the foreseea-
ble future. 

• St. Gregorios Greek Church did not provide food over the summer; the congregation provided 60 boxes 
of food, including dairy, fruit and vegetables for Bensalem residents monthly, which the IOC adminis-
tered and delivered from September 2020 through May 2021.  The church members will decide in Sep-
tember if they are able to continue this ministry during the 2021-2022 fall and winter months. 

 

As stated above, we have continued to pack family food boxes weekly, which the families pick up at the IOC – 
along with the Giant donations, we have received frozen food from Salvation Army, United Way has donated food 
boxes and the MPC Food Center continues to donate packed bags of food when we need it – just last weekend the 
FC donated 30 bags of food.  Shopping is also done for the food items we use to make up the older adult “snack 
packs” using grant money &/or donations. 

On occasion during the summer, a few people have continued to make homemade soups and baked items, placing 
them in the church freezer, which are then taken over to the IOC for immediate distribution.  

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) continues to provide hot meals 2x/wk on Tuesday and Thursday – we are giv-
en 25 meals each day.   

Morrisville United Methodist Church will continue its monthly hot meal service in September, which is the second 
Monday of the month, and we are able to deliver about 50 of those meals, as long as we have volunteers to do so, to 
older adults. 
 

Pre-COVID, the Bucks County Tech School Culinary Students in the afterschool 21st Century Community Learning 
Center class would prepare a hot meal weekly for the IOC Staying Put members – a program called Food for Thought, 
which was funded through a grant from WAWA and the 21st CCLC.  This came to an abrupt end when COVID hit 
in March 2020.  The school is planning on resuming the program this coming fall – the meals being delivered to our 
Staying Put members. 
 

A Boy Scout troop was making peanut butter & jelly sandwiches in the spring and early summer and a Girl Scout 
troop was baking goodies – they both intend to resume this mission in the fall. 
 

There was much more happening at the IOC this summer other than the distribution of food – we had several sum-
mer enrichment camps taking place in Morrisville, Bristol, Bensalem, Tech School (several hundred children partici-
pated) and the Garden for Reflection where we had about 15 teens working all summer beautifying the park – 
mulching, planting, pruning, trimming, etc.  Should you go to the Garden for Reflection, take a moment to see how 
well the grounds have been maintained – much was due to the hard work of these small group in very hot weather.   
 

We also continued to transport Staying Put members to their medical appointments when we were able – this is lim-
ited due to COVID.  We are working towards resuming some of the Staying Put activities in the Fall – with fully 
vaccinated volunteers and members. 
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MPC CLOTHING CENTER'S FALL REOPENING 
Submitted by Betsy Jurey 

The MPC Clothing Center will reopen its doors on 
Thursday, September 16 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
We are now accepting "CLEAN" gently worn Fall/
Winter clothing and household items.  Donations may be 
placed in the box next to the elevator on the Fellowship 
Hall level whenever the church is open, Monday-Friday.  
Hope to see you soon. 

BOOKS NEEDED 
Submitted by Susan Light 

Books are available again when the Food Center is open 
to our clients.  We have more requests than we can fill 
for Bibles, cook books (especially ones with healthy reci-
pes), biographies, Harry Potter and other teen series, col-
oring books/workbooks/activity books and crayons, and 
very early books on ABCs, Numbers, Colors, etc.  All 
available Bibles and children's Bible stories are taken 
every time we are open.  Please leave donations near the 
book carts which are right outside the Lounge.  Please 
contact Susan Light at susanklight@gmail.com with any 
questions. 

Submitted by Patti Sheffer and Lori Newman  

We would like to take the opportunity to thank those in 
the congregation who filled backpacks or donated mon-
ey to this year's backpack drive!  It was an incredible suc-
cess!  We, as a congregation, donated over 60 backpacks 
filled with spiral notebooks, pocket folders, pens, pen-
cils, binders, subject dividers, rulers, dictionaries, high-
lighters, and weekly planners!  We also included a special 
Blessing Card letting the students know that God loves 
them!  The Ivins Outreach Center will distribute the 
backpacks to high school students in Morrisville, Ben-
salem, and Bristol.  We couldn't be happier that so many 
of these students will get to start the school year off with 
the necessary tools to make their year successful!  Again, 
thank you so much for your generosity!   

CHOIR RETURNS 

2021 BACKBACK DRIVE 

 

The MPC Chancel Choir has been holding practice in 
the Memorial Garden as they prepare for their return to 
worship on September 19.   

If you have interest in joining the choir, please contact 
Tim Carpenter at timcarpenter@mpcusa.net. 

mailto:susanklight@gmail.com
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MISSION TRIP SUNDAY MEDITATIONS 
The following pages contain the meditations from members of the Youth in Mission group that went to Pipestem, WV this past July.  
The meditations were presented to the congregation during the Mission Trip Sunday worship service, held on July 18, 2021. 

By Austin Massey 

How has the mission trip affected me?  My first year, I was a quiet kid who only went on the trip because my father 
forced me to.  Thankfully, I did have two friends on the trip, but both of them were unable to attend the following 
year, so I did not plan on going on more than one mission trip.  I have never been more wrong.  After the first few 
days at the Appalachian South Folklife Center, I made a commitment to go on every trip possible.  My second year 
was still great as I branched out and formed connections with people I would have never expected.   

I continued to make new friendships in my third and fourth years, as older friends unfortunately aged out.  Some-
how, each trip would coincide with an internal conflict that would help shape my faith.  My first year I was coming 
to terms with a fear of demonic possession that would keep me up at night; on my second trip I heard someone 
whom I regarded as a very smart guy say that he truly believed there was no God.  My third and fourth both in-
volved me having doubts about whether there was an afterlife.  After the fourth trip, COVID happened, which 
changed everyone’s sense of normal.  Somehow, the very hygienic state of West Virginia was the last U.S. state to 
get it, and I held out hope for so long that a 2020 mission trip would happen.  As you might expect, that trip did not 
happen. 

July of 2020, I was questioning more than ever whether there was an afterlife and if any-
thing we did would matter after we were gone.  Without the trip, I would have to find an-
swers on my own.  I first asked my questions on the internet, but that only got me so far, 
so a little before my 18th birthday I started reading the Bible from the beginning and it’s 
the greatest thing I’ve ever done.  This newfound faith made my final trip much more spe-
cial. 

Next, I’m going to talk a little about what takes place on the trip, in hopes that at least one 
youth will make a decision to attend.  I’ll start by talking about some of the friends I’ve 
made.  My penultimate trip took place during Pastor Alex’s first week of ministry, so none 
of us really knew him.  Our first day out there, my friends and I needed one more person 
to have even teams for basketball.  The closest person to the court at that point was Pastor 

Alex.  We asked him to play and he said he would.  Once he started shooting stepbacks, juking people out and 
showing that he could hang with us even though he wasn’t technically one of the youth, we all got a good feel for 
how he was going to be.  This year, I was shooting a few baskets, and he came over and drained 7 in a row, in the 
dark, before he decided that it would be the pastorally thing to do to give me another turn. 

One story I love telling is how I sat next to someone in a history class for four months, and didn’t really talk to him 
other than to do group work.  He happened to go on the mission trip that summer and within the first few days we 
were great friends. 

The trip also changes the energy in all who attend.  At the beginning of this month, I was waking up around 10:00  
and spending a lot of time on my phone.  Day 1 in WV, I was waking up before 6:00 a.m., and I would exercise, 
shower, and be ready for the day at 8:00.  My screen time also plummeted.  Hopefully these changes will stick 
around. 

Greg is another connection I will never forget.  He is the carpenter at the Folklife Center who helps all the groups 
with the home-improvement projects.  He is one of the most caring people I know, and I was able to work with him 
all 5 years.  He constantly stresses safety for the kids, and always sheds a tear over the thought of a child getting hurt 
on his watch, which shows just how much he cares about us. 

The memories I’ve made on this trip are absolutely priceless, and I will cherish them forever.  Just as important, 
though, are the friendships that will last a lifetime, both those sitting in the front row, not in the front row, and 
those still in West Virginia.  This trip has changed me every time I go, and I’ve never met anyone who didn’t feel the 
same. 
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MISSION TRIP SUNDAY MEDITATIONS (CONTINUED) 
By Vanessa Nolan 

When I was asked what my favorite moment of the Mission Trip was, my mind went blank.  Not because there 
weren’t any, but because there were so many, it was hard to choose.  This was my third year on the trip and with the 
cancellation of last year's trip, I was eager to get back to sunrises and square dancing at the Appalachian South Folk-
life Center.  Or, as I like to call it, my second home.  

Each mission trip has been centered around a certain theme with this year’s focusing 
around the concept of “neighbors.”  Through scriptures and discussions, the group 
learned what qualifies as a good neighbor and how to become one yourself.  While on 
the worksite, I was given the opportunity of having my own “neighbor moment.”  It 
was the end of the day when your feet ache and you're sweating so much you start 
sticking to things.  Myself and one other member were assigned to the room upstairs 
where dirt and a mixture of many unsettling things were caked 
into the floor.  No matter how much disinfectant we drowned 
it in or how hard we scrubbed, it was not coming up.  Our 
spirits were low as we laid on the floor watching the dirt stare 

right back at us. When we were both about to call it quits, the door opened, and there came 
another youth holding clean rags and a smile on their face.  We rejoiced in having another 
pair of hands and especially the clean rags, which were a rarity.  Slowly more and more 
youth joined us in the room until there were 6 of us all together.  After petitioning for a 
speaker, songs from High School Musical filled the room while we all scrubbed and sang 
along together.  Although the moment was small, seeing my fellow peers join me in a time 
where I felt defeated, showcased that you can be a neighbor to someone without even real-
izing.  Even if it may have felt small to you, it certainly wasn’t small to them.  

Normally, we are introduced to the homeowner on the first day and through-
out the week we slowly learn more about their story and they learn about ours.  
This year, however, we didn’t meet the homeowner until the last day of work.  
At first, I was upset by this and I remember feeling a sense of disconnect.  As a 
naturally visual person, seeing and speaking to the homeowner allows me to 
picture the worksite as more of a home rather than just a house.  When we 
found out the homeowner was coming on the last day, I was delighted and 
couldn’t wait to show her the progress we made throughout the week.  As a 
cancer survivor, mother of 9 foster children, and 2 miniature chihuahuas, all while maintaining a full-time job, no 
one was more deserving than her.  The minute she opened the door to her new home, you could watch the weight 
being lifted off her shoulders.  Her eyes filled with tears and gasps of joy as she walked around her new home.  We 
proudly showed her the rooms we painted, cleaned, and repaired and she thanked us profusely.  As I watched her 
reaction, I finally began to feel my connection.  You could see in her teary eyes how much this house meant to her 
and this was all she needed to get back on her feet again.  Every hardship was completely worth it for this moment.  

Once outside, she looked at us with watery eyes and said, “God will repay you for 
this” and I immediately thought “God already did.”  God has repaid me by pre-
senting me the opportunity to help someone in need and seeing their reaction to 
our hard work.  God has repaid me through new connections and meaningful 
conversations with the most loving and caring people.  God has repaid me by 
giving me beautiful memories that I will carry for the rest of my life.  And for 
that, I am forever grateful.  
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MISSION TRIP SUNDAY MEDITATIONS (CONTINUED) 
By Robbie Oleynick  

Good morning everyone!  My name is Robbie Oleynick and I was a member of the Penns-
bury High School class of 2020.  I’m incredibly thankful for this opportunity to come back 
for one final mission trip with this group.  As a member of Woodside Presbyterian, I was 
so grateful that when my long-time friend, Austin Massey, brought me on this trip nearly 
five years ago, I was welcomed with open arms and invited to be a part of this community 
to spread God’s love. 

On the drive home from West Virginia, we played a game called “Match Game.”  It didn’t 
involve matches out of a matchbox, thankfully.  The object was to try to come up with the 
same response as your partner to a prompt.  For example, one prompt was, “Mary screamed 
her head off at…” and Hope said, “spiders” and Austin said, “the resurrection of her son Je-
sus Christ.”  So they didn’t score any points there, but we all thought their response was pretty 
funny.  We enjoyed how different those two answers were even though that wasn’t the point 
of the game.  And I think that experience sums up my fourth and final year on the mission 
trip pretty well: on this trip, I saw God in our uniqueness. 

I was inspired to think about this by the shirts that each of the participants is wearing today.  We all received some 
rubber band and dye, but each shirt came out entirely unique.  And for that matter, so did our hands, but fortunately 
I think I got most of the dye out by now.  Since the moment we’re born, we’re “tie-dyed” to have a different per-
sonality and talent-set.  Our tie-dye doesn’t dictate our every move, but it serves as a guide as we go about our lives. 
In the world we live in today, some people will judge others by the colors and patterns on their shirts.  They might 

say something like, “these colors don’t fit well with ours” or “our patterns are more intri-
cate than theirs.”  But I can’t think of any two people whose shirts can’t complement each 
other in some way. 

The shirts we saw in West Virginia were quite different from 
ours.  And I believe that this is what makes mission trips so 
powerful: we come from the far-away land of Morrisville, 
Pennsylvania to spread God’s love to homeowners who are in 
a difficult situation.  They still wear tie-dye which makes each 
of them unique.  The only difference is their shirts are soiled. 
Dirtied by a society that has shifted away from blue-collar jobs 

and left many rural families without a sustainable lifestyle.  The mission of our trip isn’t 
to fix the wider issues that plague these communities, it’s to clean their dirtied shirts.  To 
give people a week-long exposure to hope and unconditional love.  I think it’s fair to say 
that a child will more easily believe in the presence of our God than a hard-working adult 
whose prayers seem to be left unanswered.  Us teenagers have the power to restore that 
child-like belief, to wipe the dust off those soiled tie-dye shirts.  And with vibrant colors showing, a new, optimistic 
perspective on life is achieved.  A shift away from the “want’s” that materials and idols satisfy towards the “need’s” 
that our Lord satisfies. 

So don’t bleach your shirt.  Don’t cover up the parts you think the world won’t 
like.  Don’t be afraid to search for more color, too.  Our God has given us so many 
vibrant colors to spread joy with.  Ask yourself: what are my colors?  It could be 
music or cooking or writing.  Art or sports or technology.  Maybe it’s fellowship or 
conversation.  When you take all these colors and put them in a building, you get a 
church.  When you take a church and open its doors, you get a tomorrow that’s 
brighter than the day before.  Jesus is the light; let’s be the color. 
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CONTACT  US  

MORRISVI LLE  PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH  S TAFF  

771 North Pennsylvania Ave. | Morrisville, PA 19067 215.295.4191 | Office@MPCusa.net 

Rachel A. Rhodes, Senior Pastor & Head of Staff (ext. 234) 
RachelRhodes@MPCusa.net 

Alexander Lester-Abdalla, Associate Pastor (ext. 225) 
AlexLester-Abdalla@MPCusa.net 

Jack McAnlis, Minister of Visitation (ext. 232) 
JackMcAnlis@MPCusa.net 

Timothy Carpenter, Director of Music 
TimCarpenter@MPCusa.net 

David Sterling, Property Manager (ext. 231) 
DavidSterling@MPCusa.net 

Laurie Jacobson, Bookkeeper (ext. 226) 
LaurieJacobson@MPCusa.net 

Damon Miller, Communication Coordinator 
DamonMiller@MPCusa.net 

Nicole Brice, Administrative Assistant (ext. 0) 
NicoleBrice@MPCusa.net 

MPC Grounded in Grace Picnic! 

It's time to get back together again!  Join us on Sunday, September 19 following worship, for our 

annual Grounded in Grace picnic held this year in the Memorial Gardens.  Limited seating on the 

paved area will be provided for those with mobility issues.  Everyone else is invited to please bring 

their own chairs or blankets and spread out on the grass.  A boxed lunch will be provided.  Please 

RSVP by emailing the church office at office@mpcusa.net or by calling 215-295-4191.  A rain date 

is set for the following Sunday, September 26. 

Yesterday 

 

Today 

 

Forever 


