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Dear Friends, 

What a joy it continues to be to serve in ministry alongside 

you; this year has been no exception!  This year we have 

walked alongside one another through joy and sorrow, 

through celebration and through very painful seasons.  We 

have welcomed new members and said farewell to others.  

We have enjoyed life-giving worship and joyfully celebrat-

ed around font and table on countless occasions throughout 

the year.  But we have also grieved deeply alongside dear 

friends who have suffered unimaginable loss.  We continue 

to learn what it means to journey alongside one another as 

a family of faith - through all the twists and turns and ebbs 

and flows of life, together.    

Friends, without question it has been a year marked by 

change and transition, which is never easy.  Some of that 

change has been obvious and expected.  Other changes 

have caught us off guard or taken place more subtly 

throughout the year.  But, in the midst of the change, many of you have stepped up to provide 

additional support and leadership, and I am deeply grateful for the ways you have served so 

faithfully.  This year has been far easier because of your faithful commitment to our life togeth-

er, and I want to extend to you my deep thanks.     

In October, 2018, we said goodbye to our beloved Interim Associate Pastor, Debbie Heffernan, 

after she accepted a call to serve as the Interim Head of Staff at the First Presbyterian Church of 

Levittown.  Debbie served faithfully at MPC for 5 years as Interim Associate and her absence 

has been deeply and widely felt throughout the year.  After her departure your Personnel Com-

mittee worked diligently to fill the gaps of mission and ministry, and we are deeply grateful for 

the gifts of Morgan Holick, Rev. Jack McAnlis, and Rev. Matthew Rhodes, who assisted us 

during this season of transition.   

For much of the year we have been praying for our Associate Pastor Nominating Committee, 

which has worked tirelessly and faithfully since the fall of 2018.  And in May of 2019 it was 

such a gift to receive their joy-filled announcement that they had found the person who God had 

been preparing to be our next Associate Pastor.  On July 1, 2019, we welcomed Associate Pas-

tor Alexander Lester-Abdalla into our church family, and we continue to celebrate alongside 

him as he makes preparations for his Ordination & Installation service on September 29, 2019.  

Your session continues to navigate the reality that “we would like to more accurately reflect the 

community in which we reside”.  That will be an ongoing conversation as we welcome Pastor 

Alex and seek to discern more fully how God is calling us to serve God’s people, both in Mor-

risville and in the wider world.   

Pastor’s Letter 

Grounded in the grace of God, we are a vibrant Christian community, disciples of all ages,  

gathered for worship and nurture, scattered to serve and to love. 
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Our world, friends, and more specifically, our country, continue to be places of deep division 

and vitriolic rhetoric.  Arguably, more than ever before, it’s so easy to be consumed by the be-

lief that “you’re either with us or against us”, and I firmly believe that the church is called to be 

a light amidst the ever darkening landscape of our current political and religious climate.  This 

task will not get easier, and truth be told, I believe it will only get harder.  But as disciples of 

Jesus Christ we have a responsibility in every facet of our lives (public, private, political, finan-

cial, social, religious, etc) to point firmly and confidently toward the One in whom we place our 

trust, and toward the only One in whom we can place our ultimate hope.  It is a privilege to con-

tinue to serve in a church that so deeply values our witness to God’s faithfulness, compassion, 

mercy, love, justice, and peace, and I believe the work is only beginning.  But I am grateful to 

be serving in this world and in this church alongside each of you.  Thank you for your ongoing 

commitment to our life together.  I am grateful for each of you.     

With abiding hope for our life together, 

Rachel  

 

 

MPC Staff 

Alexander Lester-Abdalla, Associate Pastor for Lifelong Faith Formation & Mission 

Jack McAnlis, Minister of Visitation 

Matt Rhodes, Parish Associate for Adult Faith Formation 

Timothy Carpenter, Director of Music 

Rich Drabb, Property Manager 

Laurie Jacobsen, Bookkeeper 

Damon Miller, Communication Coordinator  

Diane Toner, Administrative Assistant  

Bill Burgess, Sexton 

 

Pictured front row (l-r): Bill Burgess, Rev. Jack McAnlis, Pastor 

Rachel Rhodes, Associate Pastor Alex Lester-Abdalla, Laurie 

Jacobsen; back row (l-r):  Timothy Carpenter, Diane Toner, Rich 

Drabb, Damon Miller 
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My journey with MPC began this year on March 6th 

when I first spoke with the APNC through a computer 

screen via Skype.  Following that meeting, every step 

along the way of the interview process affirmed more 

and more my call to serve at this church.  In April, I 

came to visit MPC for the first time and was inspired by 

how much occurs within the church walls from Sunday 

to Saturday.  In May, I visited again with my wife Eliza-

beth, and we walked away amazed by how much love 

the APNC expressed towards each other, towards the 

rest of the congregation, and towards the church.  By 

June, I was already worshiping with you, and witness-

ing for myself how much the Spirit is moving within 

and from Morrisville Presbyterian Church.  On Septem-

ber 29th I will be humbled and delighted to be ordained 

and installed as the Associate Pastor for Lifelong Faith 

Formation at Morrisville Presbyterian Church. 

These past couple of months have been very special to me, as I have made the transition from 

being a person you welcomed as a stranger to being your associate pastor, working and growing 

in faith alongside you.  Moments like Pentecost Sunday, the Youth in Mission Trip, Brown Bag 

Bible Study, and the personal conversations I have had with many of you have demonstrated 

just how blessed I am to walk in faith and service with such a beloved community. 

It has been a wonderful experience getting to know this church, the people in this community, 

and all the ways God works through MPC.  I am eternally grateful to the APNC, Rachel, and 

the whole congregation for the hard work, discernment, and support it takes to call an associate 

pastor.  I am honored to serve this church and I look forward to learning even more ways that 

God is working in this place during this upcoming year. 

Grace and Peace, 

Alex 

Associate Pastor for Lifelong Faith Formation & Mission 

Alex Lester-Abdalla 
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Sometimes people ask: “What is it that you do?”  Let 

me answer that by quoting from a note I received a 

while back.   

A member (who shall remain nameless) wrote:  “We 

wanted to thank you for coming out to visit my hus-

band and me.  It was nice to talk to you and receive 

the latest news from the church.  Also, to catch up on 

what is new in your life.  Please thank the “flower 

ladies” for all the beautiful flowers we have received 

on various occasions.  Hope you have a good sum-

mer.  Thank you for all you do for us.  May God 

bless you and the Church.  Best regards…” 

These words affirm the fact that, even though there 

are parishioners who cannot come to worship on 

Sunday, the ministry of the Morrisville Presbyterian 

Church is experienced and appreciated.  And, not  

only appreciated, but has provided grounds to give thanks and praise to God.  Most church-

goers do not see the people I visit.  My role, then, is to furnish a face-to-face means for con-

necting parishioners who share joys, concerns, prayers, and the Lord’s Supper, but who may 

not be in the same physical space.  This upholds the saying of:  “one body but different mem-

bers of it.” 

It remains a delight to be a part of the pastoral staff.  This past year has been one of transition 

and my presence increased to fill a pastoral gap when Pastor Debbie went to new position.  This 

enabled me to take a regular role in worship and at the Lenten Suppers, work with the new 

member class, moderate meetings of the session and congregation as needed, and assist Pastor 

Rachel with other duties. 

I attended meetings of the Outreach Committee, under the able leadership of Ray Hendrickson.  

The Committee members take their work seriously in overseeing the faithful use of church 

funds.    

As I begin my fifth year as the Minister of Visitation, I look forward to working with Rev. Ra-

chel Rhodes.  She is supportive and attentive to staff needs, as well as proclaiming and leading 

MPC with a vision for its present and future mission.  I also look forward to working with Alex 

Lester-Abdalla as he progresses in his calling as a Presbyterian minister.      

It continues to be a pleasure working with the volunteers of the Visitation Ministry, under the 

enthusiastic leadership of Shellie Stoddard and Ann Clements.  These compassionate leaders, 

and about 15 other MPC members, go out with compassion and gentle voices to reassure 20-30 

members, most of whom live in nursing and assisted living facilities, that God loves them.  

MPC is made present to them. I have provided insights on listening skills, praying, and how to 

express condolences, and I will carry on in this role to support and maintain this ministry of 

care. 

Minister of Visitation Reverend Jack McAnlis 
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  During the past year, as the Minister of Visitation, I have: 

• Visited over 60 members of the congregation where they live – in homes, retirement 

communities, and nursing homes (several persons were visited 3-6 times, with Commun-

ion provided to them).  Additional calls were made to members of their families to ex-

press care and concern from the church. 

• Made other calls to members in the hospital, particularly for persons who were being 

transferred to and from nursing homes. 

• Participated, as often as possible, in weekly gathering to pray for members and friends of 

MPC. 

• Officiated at two memorial services. 

• Dropped into the Food Center and the Clothing Center to greet clients and volunteers; 

occasionally providing pastoral counsel, but often, just enjoying the conversation. 

There are other activities that I found fulfilling, though not necessarily in my job description.  I 

led a few Adult Education classes and, occasionally, “Brown Bag and Bible.”  I also participat-

ed in the Stewardship Committee activities.  I am pleased to be able to contribute my time and 

skills to further the mission of MPC in these ways. 

I also want to thank members and staff of MPC for their acts of kindness, prayers, and encour-

agement while Karin, my wife, endured two major health matters during the past year.  Love 

abounds! 

 

The Peace of Christ be with you all, 

The Reverend Jack McAnlis 
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Race 

Asian 

African-American 

Hispanic 

Native-American 

White 

All Other 

 
Age 

25 & Under 

26-40 

41-55 

56-70 

Over 70 

 
Sex 

Male 

Female 

Congregation 

     4 

     5 

     0 

     0 

     410 

     0 

     419 
 

    15% 

      8% 

    15% 

    28% 

    34% 

 
 

    39% 

    61% 

Session 

     0 

     0 

     0 

     0 

       15 

     0 

       15 
 

      0% 

      7% 

        33% 

        40% 

        20% 

 
 

        33% 

        67% 

The composition of the Congregation and the Session 

Clerk’s Report 

Report to the General Assembly 

  Membership, January 1, 2018 

  Additions 

   Adult Profession of Faith 

   Reaffirmation & Restoration  

   Transfer from Other Churches 

   Confirmation Class 

   Total 

  Losses 

   By Deaths 

   By Transfer to Other Churches 

   Other Session Removals 

   Total 

  Membership, December 31, 2018 

 

  442 

 

  1 

  5 

  5 

  0 

    11 

 

  8 

  2 

    24 

    34 

  419 

Respectfully submitted by Ron Workman, Clerk of Session 
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“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 

The Trustees serve as the directors of the MPC non-profit corporation.  We concern ourselves 

with the daily responsibilities of overseeing the “business side” of the church.  We focus on fi-

nancial matters, help develop the annual budget and carefully monitor actual revenues and ex-

penditures versus what are budgeted, attend to insurance matters and constantly oversee the 

care and maintenance of MPC’s buildings and property. 

Our members also serve on the Finance, Stewardship, Personnel and Memorial committees, and 

we have one representative attend all Session meetings in order to keep the Elders apprised of 

our activities. 

Because our buildings are in their seventh decade, they require a good deal of care.  Our work 

in this regard isn’t visible when it comes to plumbing and electrical repairs.  Roof leaks are a 

different matter.  Almost everyone can see a stained ceiling tile, or worse, a smear high above 

the Sanctuary signaling a leak in the air conditioning duct work, or worse, a leak in our beauti-

ful slate roof -- hard to find, expensive to fix. 

Making repairs is a necessary part of our work, but modernizing and replacing systems is far 

more satisfying -- especially when it comes to the audio and video system in the Sanctuary.  

More often than not, there’s a delay in the sound system between the time a person begins 

speaking at the lectern or in the pulpit and the time the speakers are activated.  And if you ever 

watch a service on a DVD, you’ll see that our cameras can have a close-up on the pulpit, but not 

the lectern. 

These are the results of an audio/visual system that was cobbled together through add-ons 

throughout the decades.  What we need is a fully integrated, modern digital system. 

In the past eight months we have found a firm with an excellent reputation for updating local 

churches, and have worked with MPC’s Communication Coordinator, Damon Miller, and Elder 

Steve James, whose career in television broadcast studios has made him MPC’s in-house expert 

in all things digital.  Spinnaker – Multimedia Solutions, Inc. presented us with a five page list of 

components which, when installed, will spring us well into the 21st Century.  There will be a 

great deal of new information for the people who work in the control room upstairs during ser-

vices to absorb, and our pastors, too, will need training.  When all is done, dead microphones 

and silent speakers should hinder us no more. 

Following are some of the other things the board accomplished this past year: 

• Assured that outside groups using church facilities are properly insured 

• Updated Financial Policies and Procedures Manual 

• Held our third annual “Blue Jeans Sunday” for labor-intensive work 

• Repaired roof leaks in the Sanctuary and hallway 

• Completed electrical work in Sanctuary and boiler room 

• Contracted to fill cracks in the parking lot 

Board of Trustees 
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• Contracted to reinstall Plexiglas cover on Sanctuary stained glass window 

• Reupholstered three blue chairs in the lounge, thanks to an anonymous donor 

Our current board officers are: Clark Martin, President; Suzanne Barletto, Vice President; Lau-

rel Leonard, Secretary; Seth McHenry, Treasurer.  Rounding out the group are Erin Aronson, 

Randy Curtiss, Larry Low, Mark Schnurr and Michael Thompson. 

All of our work is done with the constant support of Senior Pastor Rachel Rhodes and our Prop-

erty Manager, Rich Drabb.  We thank them for attending our meetings, participating in our de-

liberations and assuring that work is accomplished throughout the year. 

MPC Financial Summary:  July 2019 
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OPERATING REVENUE 

 Pledges 

 Plate 

 Per Capita 

 Special Offerings 

 Building Rent/Usage 

 Investment Income 

 All Other 

 Total Operating Revenue 
 

EXPENSES 

 Ministry 

 Building and Grounds 

 Admin and Finance 

 Benevolence 

 Congregational Ministries 

 Music Ministry 

 Educational Ministry 

 Youth Ministry 

 Capital Expenditures 

 All Other 

 Total Operating Expense 
 

OPERATING EXCESS/ 

(SHORTFALL) 
 

EXTRAORDINARY 

OTHER INCOME 

 Bequests 
 

EXTRAORDINARY 

EXPENSE 

 Benevolences on 

 Extraordinary Income 

 

NET EXCESS/

(SHORTFALL) 

Year 
to Date 
Actuals 

 
246,842 

4,950 

4,003 

5,405 

17,405 

38,979 

8,777 

326,361 
 

 

82,833 

94,687 

41,904 

24,706 

8,129 

34,214 

1,413 

(2,215) 

0 

11,127 

296,798 
 

29,563 

 
 

 

 

2,206 
 

 

 

 

156 

 

$31,613 

Year 
to Date 
Budget 

 
243,611 

5,757 

5,500 

4,315 

16,230 

24,630 

6,025 

306,068 
 

 

96,436 

94,112 

45,479 

24,348 

8,721 

36,892 

3,461 

3,140 

0 

20,777 

333,366 
 

(27,298) 

 
 

 

 

5,825 
 

 

 

 

0 

 

($21,473) 

July YTD 
Variance 

(Unfavorable) 
 

3,231 

(807) 

(1,497) 

1,090 

1,175 

14,349 

2,752 

20,293 
 

 

13,603 

(575) 

3,575 

(358) 

593 

2,678 

2,048 

5,355 

0 

9,649 

36,568 
 

56,861 

 
 

 

 

(3,618) 
 

 

 

 

(156) 

 

$53,087 

Total Year 
2019 

Budget 
 

423,500 

12,000 

5,500 

10,100 

28,120 

56,050 

9,800 

545,070 
 

 

183,726 

160,381 

76,078 

41,730 

15,350 

62,672 

5,900 

6,400 

0 

36,731 

628,968 
 

(83,898) 

 
 

 

 

10,000 
 

 

 

 

0 

 

($73,898) 

MPC Financial Summary:  July 2019 (continued) 



12 

Stewardship is the careful and responsible management of the earthly resources God has created 

so we and our future generations can benefit from and enjoy them.  Stewardship at MPC means 

the same:  careful and responsible management of our resources so we and our future genera-

tions can benefit from and enjoy them.  MPC's resources are its pastors, volunteers, its loving 

and caring congregation, the words and lessons of God's interactions with people over the mil-

lennia, and its facilities.  

“We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 

one another.  How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 

brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?”                 1 John 3: 16-17.  

Stewardship entails giving our time, talents and financial resources so that MPC continues to be 

a beacon of God's love for mankind in our community and world through our ongoing mission. 

This past year's Stewardship Campaign theme was “Joy to the World through MPC.”  The re-

turned Estimate of Giving cards for 2019 totaled over $401,000!  Receiving these cards has en-

abled effective planning of our missions, ministries and programs for the year, and, because of 

your commitment, MPC remains in a good financial position.  

The Stewardship Campaign theme for the coming year will be “Growing in Grace and Grati-

tude.” 

Your support allows the expansion of our mission and ministry going forward.  Our very 

youngest disciples all the way up through our oldest and longest serving members will all bene-

fit from your generosity as we seek to share the love of Jesus Christ with our local community 

and with the world.  

Peace,  

Drew Hunger 

“When we perform an action, the invisible within us finds a form and comes to expression. 

Therefore, our work should be the place where the soul can enjoy becoming visible and present.  

The rich unknown, reserved and precious within us, can emerge into visible form.  Our nature 

longs deeply for the possibility of expression in what we call work."    

Anam Cara by John O'Donohue 

Continuing Service to Morrisville Presbyterian Church and Surrounding Community 

The MPC Board of Deacons continued their many and varied acts of service and leadership 

throughout the year.  We joyfully serve, both when “gathered for worship and nurture” and 

when “scattered to serve and to love.”   

• The packing and delivery of Holiday Food Baskets to worthy 

recipients in the Lower Bucks and Mercer county areas.  

This mission provided food during the Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas, and Easter holidays to more than 200 individuals and 

Stewardship Committee 

Board of Deacons (BOD) 

Commissioned to Serve and to Love 
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families.  Greg Neiman led these efforts for the last several years, transforming it into a 

smooth process which now transitions to Tony Zazzu, Donna Damiani, and John Damiani. 

• The MPC Angel Tree once again was a holiday event.  Led by Amy Schnurr, Lori Newman, 

and Patti Scheffer, the Angel Tree supported clients of the food center with toiletries and 

other gifts for living.  This team is leading a summer collection of Back to School supplies 

for the first time!  Patti and Lori will continue to lead these efforts as Amy transitions off 

the Board. 

• Throughout the year, MPC receives thank you cards in response to Holiday Flower Deliv-

ery, Visitation, and Remembrance Cards.  These are old style, hand-written, precious thank 

you cards from members who generally are unable to be at church in person.  Ann Clements 

and Shellie Stoddard lead the Flower Delivery and Visitation efforts.  Former Deacon Gail 

Flesch and Kym Bowser handle the Remembrance Cards. 

• The BOD is as extremely proud of its many other ministries and service support that mani-

fested both inside and outside the church in the past year: 

Junior Deacons – including Ushering, Nativity scene and Crosses (led by Tracy Massey 

and Matt Bauscher) 

DVD Delivery to Nursing Homes (led by Amy Schnurr) 

First Aid / AED Member Training (led by Tom Smith) 

Safety Supplies Management (led by Tom Smith) 

Hospitality Hour (led by Beth Keys, Joy Rees, and Alice Garcia) 

Ushering, Sunday Services (led by Alice Garcia and Tom Evans) 

Ushering, Special Services (led by Wendy Yazujian) 

• Deacons continued to support the Food Center (FC) at 

MPC, including Monday Night Food Packing (Shellie 

Stoddard, Jim Gaston) and onsite support Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays (Alastair Brunton).  The Postal Workers Food 

Drive each May provides a large supply of food to the cen-

ter.  Deacons Alastair Brunton, John Damiani, Donna 

Damiani, Matt Bausher, Tom Smith, Jim Gaston, and Tom 

Evans all contributed, along with many MPC Members and Food Center volunteers. 

• The Hike Against Hunger is BACK!  Another long time Deacon-led Food Center effort re-

turns October 5th.  Led by Wendy Yazujian, the Planning Committee is supported by the 

full Board of Deacons, MPC Staff, and many volunteers.  For more information, look for us 

in the Communication Center, email to HikeAgainstHunger@gmail.com, Facebook: Hike 

Against Hunger.  Register, gather support, and Hike on October 5! 

• Former members of the Board of Deacons continue their service.  Here are a couple of the 

many examples across MPC missions:  Lisa Zazzu and Andy Beidler regularly led Food 

Center Monday night packing.  Beth and Travis Keys continued to organize, and often 

work, the after-service Hospitality Hour.  “Once a Deacon, Always a Deacon!” 
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Thanks for Your Support as we Look Ahead 

The Board of Deacons would like to prayerfully thank all those at MPC who supported, ad-

vised, led, and joined us on our missions over the past year. 

The internal Board Leadership transitions.  Long time Secretary Lisa Kutch and long time 

Treasurer Greg Neiman are stepping aside.  Tom Smith will be filling a combined Secretary-

Treasury role for next year. 

Several other Deacons are stepping aside from active membership on the Board.  Thank you for 

serving:  Karen Cooley, Jeff Maruzzi, Amy Schnurr, and Andrea Wood.    

We have a strong group of Board Members accepting a new term.  Some are returning mem-

bers, some are new to the board.  All bring talents and energy:  Joanne Broadbent, Jim Gaston, 

Luisa Herrera, Helen Hill, Beth Keys, Cindy Moskow, Brandon Schnurr, Tom Smith, Dave 

Stoneburner, Tim Stover, and Tony Zazzu.   

Wendy Yazujian will be the Moderator for 2019-2020.  She leads a strong group, continuing 

service to MPC and the surrounding community. 

The mission of the Memorial Fund Committee is to receive donations made to the church in 

memory of church members and other friends of the church, and to evaluate and act upon re-

quests made to disperse the funds from organizations within the church, primarily the Trustees 

or Session Committees.  Members of the committee were Clerk of Session Ron Workman, 

Church Treasurer Gary Ward and Trustee Roger Anderson. 

Donations during the 12-month period ending June 30, 2019 were $4,727 and disbursements 

were $7,585, primarily to the music program.  The balance in the Fund at the end of the period 

was $30,016. 

Presbyterian Women (PW) focused this year on continuing to financially support both local and 

worldwide missions that make a difference in people's lives.  We work to be a meaningful pres-

ence in the life of the MPC as well in the lives of women looking for fellowship and spiritual 

growth.  Thank you to all who have supported the work and missions of PW.  

Presbyterian Women is proud of the monies donated 

this past year.  Snipes Farm Day Camp received 

$1360, enabling four children to attend a weeklong 

camp.  PW sponsored a very successful van trip to 

the NJ shore for a group of MPC women.  $250 was 

distributed between two MPC causes.  Philadelphia 

PW Projects and the National PW missions received 

over $1000 in pledges and special offerings.  

Carol Evans was presented with the Presbyterian 

Women Honorary Life Membership Award in May.  

Memorial Fund Committee 

Presbyterian Women (PW) 
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This is a national program that honors faithful service to the women's organization and to the 

church.  Carol has been a dedicated leader of Deborah Circle and Presbyterian Women for 

many years and she was presented with a silver membership pin and a personalized certificate.  

PW Board members: Beth Curtiss, Nancy Kernan, Marion Rea, DeeAnn Martin, Carol Evans  

Rebecca Circle is an active and faithful group of Presbyterian women that meets on the second 

Monday of each month in our church Lounge at 7:00 p.m.  With a roster of 35 women, we gen-

erally host about 25 per meeting. 

Inspiring devotions for the program year were led by Elizabeth Dugan, Nancy Powers, and Pat 

Flores.  DeeAnn Martin was our treasurer.  Beth Keyes coordinated the MPC Hospitality Hours 

for which Rebecca Circle was responsible, and Nancy Kernan informed us of cares, concerns, 

joys, and sorrows at each meeting.  Our incredible program committee was led by Jennifer 

Jones and supported by Ann Clements, Gail Hunger, and Beth Keyes. 

Highlights of our year included:  a kickoff meeting during which we contributed winnings from 

a dice game to the Food Center, Deacons’ Food Baskets, Music and Youth Club; a program on 

mindfulness led by Ruth Workman; and discussions about finding calm, living in the present, 

and making room for God in our busy lives.  We enjoyed a presentation by Dan Jones and some 

Youth in Mission representatives, and also the fellowship of our annual potluck Advent supper 

with guest speaker, Tim Carpenter.  We were inspired by a spiritual Lenten program with small 

group discussions, and Rebecca Circle members hosted a midweek Lenten Supper.  We 

wrapped up our year with our annual potluck dinner at the wonderful home of Pat Flores, who 

regaled us with her stories. 

As always, Rebecca Circle members were frequent and generous contributors to Presbyterian 

Women activities, including luncheons and seminars, hospitality hour, and other church pro-

grams.  Donation recipients included Snipes Farm (summer camp scholarships), new tables for 

the church, and a monetary donation to the Clothing Center. 

As Presbyterian Women, we are forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by 

the Holy Spirit.  This circle of women is always willing to lend a hand and share their experi-

ences; they truly are an integral part of the church family.  We are thankful for every woman 

who attends our meetings, for their service, fellowship, compassion, and outreach. 

Rebecca Circle will continue for another year under the leadership of Joanne Broadbent, with 

assistance from the chairwomen and members. 

Kris Drake and Joanne Broadbent 

Rebecca Circle Leaders 2018 - 2019 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Circle 
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Deborah Circle meets at noon on the second Monday of each month.  We usually meet in the 

lounge, except for November, December and June.  Our program highlights this year were:  

Debbie’s last visit with us, Cindy Sundstrom from the Knit and Crochet group, Dottie Hunger's 

Ocean Voyage video and Pat Flores' Cuba Trip video.  Dottie and Cynthia Laird gave us the re-

treat report, and the Presbyterian Women’s Board presented the Honorary Life Membership to 

one of our members, Carol Evans.  As always, we met in June at Alice Gray’s patio for a cov-

ered dish luncheon.  Donations were made to the Food Center, Youth in Mission and the Knit 

and Crochet group.   

Carol Evans 

Deborah Circle Leader 

This past year at MPC has been one of change and challenge, inspiration and promise, and the 

Personnel Committee has been in the thick of the evolution and excitement. 

We bid a fond and warm farewell to Pastor Debbie Heffernan, who served amongst us so faith-

fully as our Interim Associate Pastor — thanks be to God for Debbie’s generous spirit and ever-

ready smile.  And with great joy (and an “alleluia” or two) we opened our arms to Alex Lester-

Abdalla, our new Associate Pastor for Lifelong Faith Formation and Mission.  As is Alex’s na-

ture, he has warmly returned that embrace; Pastor Alex has a beautiful heart for the Lord, and 

we are excited to see what God has in store for Alex and for MPC. 

In the interim period between Pastor Debbie’s departure and Pastor Alex’s arrival, the Good 

Lord led us to a number of people to help us bridge our resource gap.  Special thanks to Morgan 

Holick, a third year student who joined us on an interim basis from Princeton Theological Semi-

nary, Matt Rhodes, and Pastor Jack McAnlis, all of whom stepped up to assist us in our hour of 

need. 

On the process front, we implemented a staff liaison program, thoughtfully increased the educa-

tional opportunities available to our pastoral staff, put a strategic structure around staff compe-

tencies and growth, and revised our parental leave policy to provide for a leading edge twelve 

week leave period — we are particularly enthusiastic about this update to our parental leave pol-

icy and the care and support it embodies from our church family to our staff’s families. 

Finally, we have instituted a full-year Seminary Internship program with Princeton Theological 

Seminary that will see us work with a student during the academic year to be a part of the life 

and mission of MPC. 

We pray for guidance as we continue with our key touchpoints of caring for and nurturing our 

staff, always with eyes peeled and hearts open to where God is leading us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robb Dugan, Chair 

On behalf of the Personnel Committee:  Pastor Rachel Rhodes (Moderator), Erin Aronson, Beth 

Curtiss, Patrick Gilbride, Bill Hughes, and DeeAnn Martin 

Personnel Committee 

Deborah Circle 
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At the very heart of our MPC life is the act of worship.  The scriptures state in Psalm 95:6,  " 

"Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker." and again in 

Psalm 150:6 ,"Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!" 

Our Senior Pastor and Head of Staff, Rev. Rachel Rhodes, has provided the MPC congregation 

with strong, positive leadership and spiritual growth.  She has been ably assisted by:  Interim 

Associate Pastor Rev. Deborah Heffernan (who was called to serve another congregation begin-

ning in October 2018); Rev. Jack McAnlis, Minister of Visitation and frequent pulpit assistant; 

Princeton Theological Seminary Pastoral Interns Brian Ballard and Morgan Holick; guest 

preachers Rev. Matthew Rhodes and Rev. Ruth Santana Grace.  From  all of them we were 

blessed to receive guidance and inspiration. 

Our Ministry of Music is under the capable direction of Timothy Carpenter , leading the Chan-

cel Choir, Chancel Chimes, Teen Choir, Agape Choir and God's Thunder (youth bell choir) in 

our worship music.  We have been without a permanent organist during this past year, but have 

been privileged to have the services of talented, excellent substitute organists/pianists Jason 

Vodicka and Mark Shockey.  We continue to search for a permanent organist.  We have also 

had assistance from soprano section leader Gwen Cartwright and tenor section leader Peter J. 

Heckman.  Further details about our music ministry have been submitted by Mr. Carpenter in a 

separate report. 

The average Sunday attendance from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 was 174. 

The Sacrament of Communion was observed on thirteen Sundays, usually the first Sunday of 

each month.  Additional celebrations of communion occurred on Christmas Eve, Maundy 

Thursday and at the May meeting of the Youth Club. 

Nine babies and young children were baptized, seven teens were confirmed and ten new adult 

members were welcomed into the MPC congregation. 

Children and youth play a major role in the life of our church.  Many serve as liturgists through-

out the year.  The children led us in worship on Children's Day, and the teens took complete 

charge of the services on the Sunday following the Youth Mission Trip in July and on Youth 

Sunday in February.  An outstanding job was done on all three occasions!  The music of the 

Agape and Teen Choirs is always enjoyed by the entire congregation. 

Several important seasons and/or special days in the life of the church were highlighted and ob-

served in special ways.  All Saints Day/Heritage Sunday featured pew communion and a candle 

lighting ceremony that included a litany to remember members and other loved ones who had 

died during the previous year.  Longtime members of the congregation were honored during the 

service and at a special luncheon following worship. 

  The Sundays in Advent, and Christmas Eve, were marked by Advent Candle Lightings and 

readings, led by several families from our congregation.  Also, to welcome in the Advent sea-

son a comprehensive, intergenerational celebration was held after worship on December 2nd, 

featuring a luncheon, crafts, games and caroling.  

 

Worship Committee 
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During the Lenten season the Worship Committee again sponsored short midweek worship ser-

vices on Wednesday evenings.  They were preceded by delicious suppers of soup or chili, sal-

ads or fruit, bread and beverages.  This year, for the first time, we enjoyed the Youth Club's par-

ticipation in these events.  We wish to thank those who led us in the meaningful and thought 

provoking worship programs:  Carol Carpenter, Tim Carpenter, Elizabeth Dugan, Morgan 

Holick, Greg Neiman and Matt Rhodes.  We also would like to thank the people who graciously 

provided the food, giving us the opportunity for warm fellowship.  They were members of the 

following committees, plus some other folks who were just happy to assist:  Chancel Choir and 

Chancel Bells, Congregational Care Committee, Deacons, Rebecca Circle and Trustees . 

On Good Friday, MPC participated in a moving interfaith service at the Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection. 

Another component of the MPC worship program is the Brown Bag Bible Study group.  After 

selecting a book of the Bible or a special Biblical topic to study, the participants meet for an 

hour almost every Wednesday from September until May to learn about God's word and its ap-

plication to our everyday lives.  In addition to the scriptures, an interpretive text is used for fur-

ther understanding.  The study is usually led by a pastoral staff member and attendees are invit-

ed to bring their lunches, if desired. 

Immediately after the Brown Bag Bible Study finishes each week, a prayer group meets in 

room 200, focusing on bringing the concerns of the MPC congregation to God in prayer.  A list 

is compiled weekly of MPC members, loved ones and friends who are in special need of God's 

care and grace. 

We have received positive feedback concerning our use of the Psalms in Sunday worship.  We 

would encourage anyone who has ideas for strengthening or broadening our worship experienc-

es to please feel free to share them with us. 

I would sincerely like to thank the members of the Worship Committee for your time, service, 

intelligent and thoughtful input, and support:  Rev. Rachel Rhodes, Carol Carpenter, Tim Car-

penter, Jim Harveson and Greg Neiman . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Powers, Worship Committee Chair 

The Congregational Ministry Committee continues to embrace its role as the “care givers” of 

our congregation.  Eight members strong, this faithful, deeply committed group of ladies meets 

monthly to plan/execute congregational events, support those who are in need, and offer our 

services for funeral receptions and luncheons requested by families whose loved ones have 

passed away. 

The CMC had another productive year with our staff liaison, Reverend Rachel Rhodes, chaired 

by Nancy McHenry and lifted up by members J’Ann Ellis, Carol Hernandez, Ann Clements, 

Helen Hill, Kathy Larkin, Nancy Kernan and Gail Hunger.  We also want to offer a special 

thanks to our wonderful church staff and all of the members who eagerly answered our calls for 

Congregational Ministry Committee (CMC) 



19 

congregational event preparations, meals for shut ins and those with health issues, baking for 

receptions and church events.  It truly takes a village and we have a strong and faithful one in-

deed! 

September 23, 2018 – Annual Congregational Meeting and Appreciation Send Off for Rever-

end Debbie Heffernan.  While this annual meeting is usually a casual picnic atmosphere with 

sandwiches and sides, this year we took the opportunity to 

also celebrate our appreciation for Pastor Debbie who was 

moving on to a new position in another church.  Many 

thanks to Beth Curtiss and Beth Keys for their lovely deco-

rations in Fellowship Hall.  We served a delicious lunch of 

fried chicken, watermelon, salads and dessert.  It was a fan-

tastic way to thank Debbie for her many inspiring contribu-

tions to the life of MPC.  We also had a brief annual meet-

ing to review the report and field questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 4, 2019 - We celebrated the 160th anniversary of MPC this year with a special invi-

tational all-congregation Heritage Luncheon.  With approximately 180 

members in attendance, this was a beautiful day spent cherishing fond 

memories of days gone by, showing appreciation for those who have 

been members for 50 years or more, and sharing a delicious meal of 

chicken, green beans, rolls and dessert.  Thank you to Beth Keys for her 

extraordinary efforts in creating a lovely art project which featured pa-

per doves in different colors to symbolize luncheon guests’ length of 

membership in the church.  These doves have since been showcased in 

the sunny sanctuary windows as a continuous reminder of our long 

Christian heritage. 
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December 2, 2018 – We worked in conjunction with the Education Council to hold a Family 

Advent Celebration immediately after our worship service.  Our committee organized and 

served wreath-shaped hoagie sandwiches with chips, salads and cookies.  The Education Coun-

cil provided stations with family-friendly Advent activities.  It was a very successful intergener-

ational afternoon and well attended. 

May 16, 2019 – We took our church van full of lovely ladies to Ocean 

Grove, NJ to enjoy a beautiful day at the beach.  Special thanks to Seth 

McHenry for being our chauffeur extraordinaire (we knew we were in very 

capable hands), Nancy Kernan for her top notch planning and delicious 

treats for the van ride, and Presbyterian Wom-

en for their financial support to fund the trip. 

The weather cooperated so we took in some 

good sea breezes, some gorgeous ocean views 

from the boardwalk and broke bread together at a charming 

beachfront restaurant.  All in all, we shared tasty food, lots of 

good laughs and warm fellowship.  Best yet, we ended our day 

with a quick stop to enjoy ice cream cones. 

Sadly, but with loving remembrance and thankful hearts for lives well lived, we acknowledge 

the passing of members and friends of our congregation for whom MPC provided funeral or 

memorial receptions.  CMC is honored to assist grieving families through their difficult days in 

whatever way we can.  Of 13 deaths, CMC assisted the families of: 

Hal Prosser - July 10, 2018 

Ralph E. Thomas - September 10, 2018 

Tim Martin - January 26, 2019 

Although with great regret I step down as the chairperson of this very special committee, I en-

thusiastically pass my support to Lisa Zazzu, new chairperson, and intend to remain on the 

committee as an active member.  It has truly been my privilege to chair a committee of such 

faithful care givers who continue to help make MPC the warm, welcoming and loving place 

that it is.  I am blessed to play a part in this inspiring ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy McHenry, Congregational Ministry Committee Chair 

In our MPC community, we are disciples of all ages, gathered for worship and nurture, scat-

tered to serve and to love.  The Educational Ministry Committee seeks to provide nurture, love 

and spiritual development needed for Christian service through Sunday School and a variety of 

other learning opportunities.  For the 2018-19 program year, EMC chose a theme of "Stories." 

In July 2018, Vacation Bible School was held in combination with Morrisville United Method-

ist, St. John’s and Elect Saints Evangelical Lutheran churches.  Interim Associate Pastor Debbie 

Heffernan was the MPC coordinator, Beth Keys and Karen Dupée organized decorations, Beth 

DiTulio led Science sessions, Jenni Moyer and Kym Bowser assisted with music, Carol Car-

Educational Ministry Committee (EMC) 
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penter directed a troupe of storytellers, Lauryn Gilbride worked with 

registration, and Luisa Herrera served as photographer.  MPC’s team of 

volunteers included 20 adults and 7 youth working as group leaders, as-

sisting with decorations, acting out Bible 

stories, and helping in so many other 

ways.  There were 58 children participat-

ing from the Morrisville community.  

We are grateful to all who helped pre-

pare for this event and guide the children 

throughout the week. 

Children and adults gathered in Fellowship Hall on September 9 for Rally Day, kicking off the 

new Sunday School year.  A team of dedicated teachers led Sunday School classes from Sep-

tember 9 through Pentecost Sunday, June 9, sharing Bible stories, lessons of our faith, and the 

love of God with learners of all ages.  Younger grades used the Spark House curriculum and the 

Confirmation class used Big God, Big Questions.  Reproducible resources were made available 

to teachers online as well as in a binder at church, faithfully organized by Beth Keys.  The op-

portunity for teachers to learn and prepare was offered in August with a Teacher Orientation 

session.  In addition, a teacher training was held in January, led by Morgan Holick, seminary 

intern. 

After more than a year of work on revisions, the new Safe Child Policy was adopted by Session 

in September 2018.  All staff members and most of our volunteers with children and youth have 

participated in training sessions to familiarize themselves with the rules and responsibilities 

comprising this document.  

Teachers this year for the Pre-K through 2nd grade class were Gail Flesh, Lisa Kutch, Emily 

Bausher, Helen Hill, Jen Jones, and Beth Keys; Grades 3, 4, 5, 6 were led by Kathy Foster, 

Nancy Kernan, Sue Ward, and Luisa Herrera; the Confirmation class was led by Wes Gardner, 

Dawn Flook, and Wendy McCleskey; High School Seminar leaders were Patrick Gilbride, Nan-

cy Stoner, Russell McCleskey and Dave Massey. Kim Beidler, Greg Neiman, Shellie Stoddard, 

Lauryn Gilbride were on call as substitutes.  All year, worship backpacks were lovingly pre-

pared by Tracy Massey, Lisa Kutch, Heidi Dous and Beth DiTulio so that younger children 

might have a means to be actively engaged during the worship service.  

Adult Education classes, coordinated by Drew Hunger, followed the theme of "Stories."  Topics 

included parables of Jesus, pairing and comparison of stories from the Old and New Testa-

ments, writing our own faith stories, the story of the hymn Amazing Grace, and sessions deal-

ing with current events and the bible as well as pertinent social issues such as human traffick-

ing.  Drew Hunger arranged for the screening of an award-winning documentary on human traf-

ficking in Pennsylvania – From Liberty to Captivity – inviting members of other churches and 

schools in the community.  Teachers for Adult Education classes this year were Suzanne Barlet-

to, Carol Carpenter, Elizabeth Dugan, Tom Evans, Drew Hunger, Susan Light, Jack McAnlis, 

Jill Monroe-Dillon, Matt Rhodes, and Ruth Workman. 

 

 



22 

Confirmation class members participated in three retreats during the 

year, one overnight stay at Camp Men-o-Lan and two lock-ins at MPC. 

Morgan Holick, seminary intern, helped the teachers to guide the con-

firmands on their faith journey.    

All ages gathered in Fellowship Hall during Education Hour on Epipha-

ny and Pentecost Sundays for intergenerational learning activities, songs, 

fun, food, and fellowship.  Also, a Family Advent Celebration was held 

on December 2 after worship with lunch, songs, 

crafts, and games.  

 

In February, 4-6th graders enjoyed a Friday evening retreat at MPC.  The children made Valen-

tine cards and soup for shut-ins, and had dinner.  Morgan Holick led a program on the 10 com-

mandments with game and 

song. A worship service 

followed in the sanctuary. 

Thank you to teachers 

Kathy Foster, Nancy 

Kernan, Luisa Herrera, and 

Emily Bausher for enabling 

this experience.  
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In April, about 30 women gathered for a weekend retreat at Emmaus House in Ocean Grove, 

organized by Ruth Workman and led by Rev. Sheree Jones.  Cost of the retreat was defrayed by 

the generous memorial gift from the family of Dorothea Scheidemantel. 

Small groups, including book discussions and theater outings, continued this year, as organized 

by Susan Light.  Different facilitators led discussions of The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel 

Wilkerson and My Grandfather’s Blessings by Rachel Naomi Remen.  Participation by small 

groups continued for the Mainstage and America Rising Series productions at Bristol Riverside 

Theatre in Bristol.  Susan Light and Jill Monroe-Dillon served as MPC liaisons to the Weekday 

Nursery School Board and kept our committee informed on their activities. 

Devotional materials for children, youth, and adults were provided for individual study during 

Advent and Lent.  Age-appropriate Bibles were presented to pre-kindergarten, second grade, 

fifth and sixth grade students on Children’s Sunday, May 12. 

Closing out the program year, EMC celebrated the contributions of all with Teacher Apprecia-

tion at morning worship on June 16.  Our young disciples presented all teachers with flowering 

plants on behalf of the church family.  Educational ministry continued throughout the summer 

with One Room Summer Sunday School for K-2 students during the worship service.  Once 

again, Marilyn Schoenthaler organized this program and arranged for teachers each Sunday.  

Over the summer, volunteers Beth DiTulio and Kris Drake worked with Carol Carpenter to in-

ventory the books in the church library – a task that has been on our to-do list for several years! 

A challenge for EMC this year was operating largely without Interim Associate Pastor Debbie 

Heffernan’s guiding hand and behind-the-scenes work, but committee members and teachers 

rose to the occasion with God’s help and maintained a successful education program.  A contin-

uing challenge for our committee is “sharing the joy” of educational ministries with a broader 

swath of MPC membership.  We would like to see more adults and children participating in ed-

ucational opportunities and more volunteers stepping into leadership roles.  We are happy to 

provide support and training for those who need encouragement.  

In addition to the volunteers mentioned throughout this report, MPC’s Educational Ministry 

program relied on the hard-working and faithful members of our committee – Avery Gardner, 

Luisa Herrera, Drew Hunger, Beth Keys, Susan Light, Jill Monroe-Dillon and Ruth Workman. 

Thanks also to Matt Rhodes for serving as a resource for Adult Education and to Morgan 

Holick who stepped in to fulfill some of Pastor Debbie’s roles after her departure. 

Sincere and heartfelt thanks to all who worked to make these educational ministries possible. 

Carol Carpenter, EMC Chair 

Body, Mind, Spirit, Voice 

It takes the whole person to sing and rejoice! 

--- Helen Kemp  

Saint Paul, in his first letter to the church in Corinth wrote: “What then shall I do?  I will pray 

with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind.  I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing 

with my mind.” (from the   Berean Study Bible). 

Music Ministry 
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The choirs, soloists and instrumentalists at MPC try to live out 

Saint Paul’s admonition to engage our whole selves - body, mind, 

soul and spirit - working to deepen our understanding of God’s 

presence in our lives and in our worship as we prepare and pre-

sent music for an offering to the One who gave us this magnifi-

cent gift.  Singing theologically strong texts over and over incor-

porates those texts and precepts into our whole selves. 

In addition to regularly providing music and song for morning 

worship, the Chancel Choir and organ graced the Christmas Eve 

services with music to welcome the Christ Child, joyfully cele-

brated the Resurrection on Easter with trumpets, drums, horns 

and organ, and ended the year with a worship service that used 

eighteen (18) different psalms as Call to Worship, Introit, Prayers 

of Confession and Assurance, Prayers of Supplication, Anthems 

of Praise, Congregational Hymns, Words of Comfort, Songs of 

Thanksgiving, Blessing and Sending Forth – showing that psalms 

can be used throughout worship. 

The Teen Choir offered many different kinds of songs for wor-

ship throughout the year and ended the year by being the primary 

choir and song leaders for Pentecost and Confirmation.  This 

group is small but mighty, and enormously talented. 

The Chancel Chimes (adult bell ringers) contributed to the variety 

of musical expression, from old favorites like “In the Garden” to 

the rhythmic excitement of a Capriccio (caprice: impulsive 

change).  They also braved the cold to play (inside this time!) dur-

ing Holly Nights at Pennsbury 

Manor.  

The enthusiastic and quick-learning young ringers in God’s 

Thunder used their constantly increasing talents to bring joy as 

they provided Preludes and Offertories for Morning Worship. 

One of the highlights of the year was the chancel drama “Tell Me 

the Stories of Jesus”: parables of Jesus sung and acted by the 

Agape Children’s Choir and ably assisted by the Teen Choir on 

Children’s Sunday.  Although these choirs also sang in worship 

during the year, this presentation showed how a small, lively 

group of talented singing actors can convey a powerful message 

powerfully. 

The musical instruments we use in worship are not only support-

ive of solo, choral and congregational voices but are also an af-

fective and effective part of worship in their own right.  We have 

acquired a few more rhythm instruments through the Music Me-

morials Fund, and two large, beautiful tuned percussion instru-

Agape Choir at Christmas 

Chancel Choir at Easter 

Children's Sunday 

Teen Choir 

Agape Choir at 160th Anniversary 
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ments -  a xylophone and orchestra bells (metallophone) - were a generous gift from a church 

family. 

With the retirement of our organist last summer we mounted a wide search for a replacement.  

We – along with many other congregations of our size – have been unsuccessful in finding a 

qualified Principal Organist.  That said, we have been most fortunate in finding good substitutes 

and wonderful interim organists / accompanists in Jason Vodicka and Mark Shockey.  We begin 

the year in the same situation, but blessedly have both Jason and Mark with us for a while long-

er. 

In spite of the bumps in the road, Music Ministry is alive and well at MPC; Soli Dei gloria: 

Glory to God alone! 

Each Sunday, as you look toward the front of our sanctuary, you will see two beautiful flower 

arrangements.  These chancel flowers not only add beauty to our worship service, but they also 

serve as an outreach ministry to our members.  After our worship service, the flowers are given 

to members who are unable to attend worship, have recently lost a loved one, or who may have 

done something for which we wish to express our gratitude.  Although it seems a simple ges-

ture, each bouquet represents multiple personal contacts among our church family. 

Our flower ministry coordinator, DeeAnn Martin, first contacts people who have asked to give 

flowers on a particular Sunday.  Several of these contacts are conversations with members who 

are no longer living in the area, or who may not attend regularly, but have continued to ask to 

give flowers in memory of a loved one.  Each week our staff or members of our Congregational 

Care Committee pass on to DeeAnn the names of those whom they wish to receive flowers.  

She then contacts those people, and often this turns into a wonderful conversation of caring and 

sharing.  

Next, DeeAnn calls those who have volunteered to deliver the flowers after worship.  There is a 

sign up poster for delivery volunteers just outside the choir room, next to the coat rack, and new 

volunteers are always needed.  It is those who deliver the flowers that provide the “in person” 

contact that completes this ministry, reminding those unable to be with us in church that they 

are remembered.  Members of our Visitation Committee have also stepped forward to help de-

liver flowers along with their scheduled visits. 

In January 2018, we began using a new florist for our arrangements, Flowers by Jennie Lyn (on 

Trenton Rd in Levittown PA, 215-547-4550).  The owner, Heather, and her talented staff have 

continued to provide us with brilliant, beautiful flowers that brighten the days of those who re-

ceive them.  Many have sent thank you notes and compliments about the beauty of these ar-

rangements, and the joy they provide. 

Through the hundred flower arrangements that adorn our sanctuary for fifty Sundays (Easter 

tulips and Christmas poinsettias complete the year), approximately 200 phone contacts and a 

hundred personal contacts take place.  It is a quiet, seemingly small ministry that reaches out to 

many of our members and embraces our Mission Statement’s phrase “scattered to serve and to 

love”. 

Flower Ministry 
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“Disciples of all ages, gathered for worship and nurture….”  The Children and Family commit-

tee continues to nurture the youngest of our disciples each week as the older disciples worship. 

We continue to be blessed with Christine Reed as our Nursery Coordinator who is present each 

Sunday to welcome, care for, and ensure the safety of our youngest disciples.  Christine also 

provides care for special occasions and services in the life of the church.  She is assisted by at 

least one MPC volunteer each week, and for every special occasion/service, in order to comply 

with our Safe Child policy that requires two adults to be present.  Thank you to all of the volun-

teers who have given their time and energy to support Christine in the nursery.  We continue to 

use Sign-Up Genius to facilitate the volunteer process and encourage anyone interested to join 

Miss Christine one Sunday morning.  You may sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/8050D49A5A82EA2FA7-mpcnursery. 

Children and Family again host-

ed the annual Ice Cream Social 

during Fellowship Time on Ral-

ly Day.  We served ice cream 

treats to over 60 people!  This is 

a sweet way to say goodbye to 

summer and hello to a new year 

of Education for All.  

Several families braved the im-

pending rain and enjoyed a 

somewhat soggy and chilly af-

ternoon of apple picking at Sole-

bury Orchards on October 28th.  

The goal for this committee is to 

continue supporting young fami-

lies in our congregation. This 

support includes consistent 

childcare that allows parents to 

participate in the life of our 

church through adult education 

classes, weekly worship, chancel 

choir and other opportunities.  Through the fellowship events we host, we strive to provide op-

portunities for young families to begin new friendships and nurture lasting relationships within 

our congregation, which encourage greater involvement in church activities and leadership. 

 

 

 

 

Children and Family Committee 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D49A5A82EA2FA7-mpcnursery
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D49A5A82EA2FA7-mpcnursery
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2018-2019 Program Summary 

1.  Youth Ministry Vision Statement 

As an intergenerational community of faith, living out baptismal promises, MPC will nurture 

and engage youth in their relationships with Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior through worship, 

witness, faith formation, and spiritual fellowship so that they become faithful disciples and 

servant leaders in Christ’s church and the world. 

2.  Program Highlights 

August – Kickoff Event BBQ – All youth invited 

September – Host hospitality hour and Youth in Mission video presentation  

October–Youth Club Kick Off and BBQ 

December – Host inter-generational Caroling through our neighborhood 

February – Youth Sunday, Souper Bowl Sunday, Youth in Mission Kick Off Meeting,  

March – Youth prepared and served breakfast in Trenton, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

May – July – Fundraising and preparations for Youth in Mission trip 

June – Senior Recognition and Presentation of Scholarships 

July – Youth in Mission Trip to Pipestem, West Virginia 

3.  Youth in Mission 

Twenty-five youth of MPC and the community along with eleven MPC adults traveled to 

Pipestem for the eleventh year.  The camp where we stayed provides a rich environment that is 

not only spiritually moving, but  also has a breathtaking location on the top of a mountain and is 

frequently described as a very “thin” place – creating an environment where many feel closer to 

God.  It is a place where He is easily felt and youth (and adults) were moved by what they saw 

and experienced at the camp, at our worksites and with our homeowners.  Our week at the camp 

ended in a candlelight ceremony at which Jerusalem crosses were given to first time mission 

trip participants.  It was a ceremony sure to stir emotion, and by receiving the Jerusalem cross 

we were reminded that each one of us is called to do God’s work, and to spread His word to the 

four corners of the earth. 

Our devotions this year focused on Love.  We 

explored the many kinds of Love - God’s Love 

for us, our love of others and what loving your 

neighbor truly means.  Our scripture readings 

included Ruth 1:3-18, 1 John 4:18, Matthew 

22:34-40 and 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 & 13.  We 

closed each gathering in song and by praying 

for one another. 

This year we worked with an extended family whose homes were side by side.  In one home 

was Carol, the mother of Goldie, who lived in the second home with her 18-month old little 

Youth Ministry Committee 
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girl, Skyler.  At Carol’s home we secured her front porch where the railing was missing on one 

side, and made a gate so baby Skyler could not get out, since the road was close to the porch.  

On the back of the house we framed and built an enclosed laundry room complete with win-

dows and a door.  We also refurbished the existing deck and built a railing. 

At Goldie’s home we painted two bedrooms and 

laid flooring, built a railing for the stairs going 

into the basement, removed the metal railing on 

the front porch and built new railing, and secured 

the porch with posts.  We painted the entire 

house as well as power-washed and stained the 

back porch.  

It was an inspiring, fulfilling and rewarding week 

of hard work, spiritual exploration and lots of 

fun. 

Youth Club 

MPC Youth Club enjoyed another successful year.  Eighteen 

youth participated in our weekly Wednesday evening pro-

grams, led by seminary intern Morgan Holick.  Our theme 

for 2018-2019 was "Peace."     

We visited our friends at the Towers twice for dinner, carol-

ing, and bingo, and we made cards and baked cookies for shut-ins for Val-

entine’s Day.  We also continued our tradition of adopting a family at 

Christmas time, this year by helping a single mom and her three daughters 

enjoy the spirit of Christmas.  We shared meals with the Lenten Supper 

participants and attended two of the programs that followed the suppers.  

We painted our faith testimonies with the guidance of Carmelle from 

Princeton Seminary.   

We had fun too!  We played Bunco, Broomball, and Bowling.  We 

went to the Solid Rock Youth Center in Morrisville and played 

games in their facility, including a somewhat competitive game of 

Ga-Ga ball. 

On May 1, we celebrated the gradu-

ation of five seniors with a meal and a beautiful communion 

service.  To God be the glory for this youth program and for all 

the people who so generously donate their time to its success. 

A deep debt of gratitude goes to our committee who dedicates 

themselves to our youth.  They are a committed and faithful 

group who support and encourage our youth in all they do.  Committee members include Anna 

Flook, Dawn Flook, Wes Gardner, Dan Jones, Travis Keys, Nancy Stoner, Lisa Zazzu. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Beth Becker 
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The Young Adult Committee experienced a year of growth through providing fellowship op-

portunities for MPC members and friends (and accompanying children) aged college through 

30s.  The committee is chaired by Elder Caroline Thomp-

son.  This year we embraced the section of MPC’s Mission 

Statement that calls us to serve and to love one another.  

We served and loved our MPC college students in Fall 

2018 by baking cookies and assembling care packages that 

were mailed to destinations near (Bucks County) and far 

(California). 

We served and loved our environment in Winter 2019 through a 

weekend-long college mini-mission trip to the Jersey Shore to clean 

up over 250 pounds of beach trash including:  plastic bottles, alumi-

num cans, Styrofoam packaging materials, hundreds of cigarette butts, 

bottle caps, food containers and wrappers, zip ties, mylar and latex 

balloon remnants and leftovers from New Years Eve celebrations such 

as firework casings, ribbon and confetti.   

Finally, we served and loved fellowship with one another through aspara-

gus picking (yes, you read that right) and wine tasting at Terhune Or-

chards.  

Looking ahead to the coming 

year(s), we see the great millen-

nial exodus from church mem-

bership as a challenge to tackle. 

This committee can sometimes feel great pressure to 

deliver increased young adult attendance and participa-

tion to our congregation.  But we aren’t stressing about 

it.  By providing a space for fun, open conversation, 

service, and friendship-formation we are deepening the individual bonds to MPC that make this 

congregation feel like home.  When we look around the sanctuary each Sunday we see friends 

with whom we have shared a glass of wine, baked cookies, and cleaned up God’s creation, and 

in some small way that makes our unified worship more authentic and more powerful.  Thanks 

be to God.  

Many thanks to everyone who contributes to the Trenton Break-

fast Ministry.  In 2018 we supported 10 breakfasts where we were 

tasked with preparing and serving a hot breakfast to the homeless 

and poor at the First Presbyterian Church of Trenton.  84 dedicat-

ed MPC volunteers donated 210 volunteer hours, serving 1,165 

clients.  Additionally, for 2019, the MPC Outreach Committee 

Young Adult Committee 

Trenton Breakfast Ministry 
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has donated $650 to the effort, which will support the cost of two 

breakfasts for this year --- thank you to all for your continued 

support.  

This is truly a multi-generational family experience.  Under Beth 

Becker and Wes Gardner’s leadership the youth dominated this 

past March.  Youth support has been fantastic and, while having 

fun with the entire team, they earn community service credits for 

the high school Honor Society.  Names of our youth that show up 

frequently to help are Melanie and Vanessa Nolan, Dean and 

Evan Wadley and Sonya Jacobsen, to name several.  It’s a great 

couple’s opportunity as well:  the Gilbrides, the Sibels, the 

Schnurrs, the Dugans, the Jones, the Martins, the McHenrys and 

the Wadleys.  As a family event, one family really stands out, 

volunteering 6 times since last August… Team Wadley!  Other  

notable contributions have been made by: 

 Marilyn Schoenthaler- 7 months 

 Jake Sibel – 6 Months 

 Luisa Sibel – 6 Months 

 Shellie Stoddard – 6 months 

 Mark Schnurr – 4 months 

And to the many othersgiving one or two Saturdays:  J’Ann Ellis, 

Beth Curtis, Dave Stoneburner, Samantha Dearolf, Susan Light --

- Thank you all! 

Trenton Presbyterian really appreciates our help as they faithfully 

support this effort, along with other area churches, on three of the 

four Saturdays monthly.  They are a small congregation, but they 

have a big impact on Trenton’s homeless and people in need, 

feeding and supplying everything from lunches to diapers every 

week.  The only issue this year was the need to replace a gas line.  

During the downtime we were limited to prepared/donated break-

fast sandwiches (microwaved), donuts, pastries and cereal.  We 

should be back to serving hot meals in either August or Septem-

ber. 

Two goals for the coming year will involve donated clothing, i.e. 

socks, gloves, and scarves, for the cold months of January and 

February 2020.  More information will follow. 

Typically, we need between 7 and 10 volunteers.  It’s a reward-

ing experience that allows us to enjoy the fellowship of a faithful 

community as we share God’s love and Christ’s message of hope to those in need --- all of this 

for the mere price of 3 hours one Saturday morning a month! 
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Open to everyone, we meet in the MPC parking lot on the third Saturday of each month at 6:45 

a.m. and caravan over to the Trenton Presbyterian Church in Trenton.  After the breakfast, we 

return to the MPC parking lot by 9:30 a.m., which still leaves you with the rest of your week-

end.  For more information, please call or text Bill Hughes at 215-913-2460 or visit: http://

mpcusa.net/food-center/trenton-breakfast-ministry/ 

It is fun, and we really do meet some interesting people with very interesting stories. 

The Communication and Evangelism Committee continues                                                         

in our commitment to getting the word out about our vibrant 

Christian community to our congregation and to our surround-

ing community.    

We are deeply appreciative of the ongoing partnership with 

Communication Coordinator, Damon Miller.  Damon engages 

the staff and other groups at MPC to collect the news, and 

leads production of the weekly worship bulletin and month-

ly Currents newsletter.  Damon is involved in many other 

facets of MPC communication including editing and format-

ting sermon videos available on our website, designing post-

ers and friendship pad inserts, and formatting our Annual 

Report.  Damon also serves as a key adviser to the Trustees' 

project to upgrade the audio-visual installation for the sanc-

tuary. 

In order to make information available to all, the Communications Committee maintains our 

website at www.mpcusa.org, provides the weekly FYI emails, posts regularly on the MPC Fa-

cebook page, and coordinates stories for the MPC Instagram account.  We encourage everyone 

to highlight news and events to us, and to share photos of your activities at MPC with us! 

This year, we continued the strategy of using Facebook advertising as a low-cost way to pro-

mote our Christmas and Easter services to 4500+ people in the surrounding community.  As 

started last year, our committee continued this year to hand-write welcome notes to new resi-

dents, as listed in published real estate notices.   

The Communications Committee sponsored engagement with the surrounding 

community through our booth at Yardley Harvest Day where we shared infor-

mation about our church and The Food Center at MPC, as well as distributed 

free snacks.  In December, we led MPC's 4th year of 

participation in Morrisville Winterfest by hosting a 

children's activity table at the Morrisville High 

School.  In May we continued in our third year of 

offering hospitality to the participants in the Morris

        ville Memorial Day Parade as they formed up in the 

      MPC parking lot.  We are extremely grateful to 

Communication and Evangelism Committee 
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members of MPC who volunteered their time and donated food and 

drink, making it possible to demonstrate MPC's welcoming presence at 

these community events. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Communications and Evangelism Committee – AK Ros-

enbaum (Chair), Damon Miller (staff liaison), Luisa    

  Herrera, Curt Rimler, Caroline Thompson, Lisa Zazzu. 

 

 

 

The MPC  Visitation Ministry supplements other formal and informal ways in which our church 

nurtures its members, especially those in need.  The photo of Dick Scott’s 100th birthday lunch-

eon includes the Hendrickson's and the Moruzzi-Yazujian family.  The Hungers also visit Dick 

Scott regularly, as their buddy in Visitation 

Ministry.  Harry Dent is another congregant 

with many visitors.  On a recent afternoon at 

Manor Care, Harry Dent was joined by Helen 

Hill and Christine Wooden (VM callers), as 

well as Nancy Anderson, Jack McAnlis, and 

some Manor Care residents, including Linda 

Alexander (MPC member) -- another party!  

Our core group of callers continues to be very faithful and caring, which shows in the enthusias-

tic and heartfelt feedback from their visits to our older adults and other members of our congre-

gation in need.  Callers in our ministry meet every one or two months to review who we are vis-

iting, to share stories of joy and to raise concerns.  It is good to learn from the experiences of 

others and we leave our meetings feeling that God is alive in our ministry. 

Shellie Stoddard and Ann Clements, leaders of this Deacon - sponsored ministry, receive inspi-

ration from this wonderful group of people.  Recently, Eric Becker visited Herb Young in Low-

er Makefield and found so many personal connections between Herb and Eric’s grandfather. 

Our at-home members are always delighted when Deacon Matt Bausher brings one of his chil-

dren with him to deliver holiday flowers!  

Challenges and Responses: 

We are saddened by the deaths of those we visited regularly:  Seida Buss and Mary Birkbeck. 

Although Lucy Burns has lived out of the area in recent years, we sent her an MPC ornament 

each Christmas with our love.  

We continue to consider which other members might benefit from regular visitors, how to pair 

up callers with those to be visited, and to search for ways of reaching out to them so that they 

will stay close to MPC.  Not all of the older adults in our congregation want to receive visitors 

Visitation Ministry 
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Thanks: 

• Rev. Jack McAnlis, who continues to be a tremendous resource for ongoing encourage-

ment and training. 

• The 4th and 5th grade Sunday school class, who again made Valentines and bread, which 

were a big hit with our older adults. 

• Youth club members, who also made Valentines and mailed them to our older adults. 

Goals for 2019-2020: 

• Acquaint our changing congregation with the opportunities our visitation ministry pro-

vides for service, through a Minute for Ministry and articles in Currents. 

• Find appropriate ways for youth and young adults to participate in this ministry. 

We support the current MPC Mission statement, in particular “gathered…for nurture, and scat-

tered to serve and to love." 

Members: Gail Flesch, Rev. Jack McAnlis, Ray Hendrickson (chr.), Carol Hernandez, Ruth 

Levan and Nancy Powers 

The committee wishes to give Rev. Jack McAnlis a special THANK YOU for his leadership, 

expertise and guidance that he provided the committee this past year. 

The following contributions were made possible by the funds from the MPC Clothing Center: 

Anchor House, Inc.               $500 

Broard Street Ministry              $500 

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen            $500 

Sunoco-Gas for person in need           $  48 

Family Promise of Lower Bucks           $500 

Lower Makefield Fire Company           $500 

Morrisville Fire Company             $500 

Falls Township Fire Company           $200 

Rachel purchased groceries for family in need       $91.62 

Trenton Breakfast Mission             $650 

Chancel flowers for 5/26             $  30 

Snipes Farm & Education Center Scholarships        $1050 

Kirkwood Camp-Offset with Pentecost       $367.80 

Urban Promise of Trenton-Offset with Pentecost    $367.80 

Family Promise of Lower Bucks           $500 

“Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 

your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.” 

Deuteronomy 15:10 

Outreach Committee 
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The following contributions were made possible by MPC member pledges and Sunday plate 

giving and designated in the Outreach operating budget: 

Presbyterian Outreach Foundation          $1,500 

General Assembly               $4,342 

Synod of Trinity                $   660 

Presbytery                  $8,157 

Presby’s Inspired Life              $1,000 

Presby Children’s Village             $1,000 

"Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it.” 

Proverbs 3:27 

The following Special Offerings were made possible by the generous offerings collected from 

the MPC congregation: 

Presbyterian Disaster Relief             $   855 

300th Presbytery Anniversary           $2,051 

One Great Hour of Sharing            $1,992 

Peace & Global Witness             $1,015 

Christmas Joy                 $1,559 

Pentecost                  $   664 

Hunger Relief (monthly Deacons)          $   865 

Souper Bowl (MPC Food Center)          $   487 

“But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will re-

ward you.” 

Matthew 6:3-4 

The following contributions were made possible through the sale of the Garber painting: 

Habitat for Humanity of Bucks County      $10,000 

Philabundance                 $3,000 

Presbyterian Disaster Relief Assistance        $2,000 

The Well                  $2,000 

The following contributions were made possible through the Everest Trust Fund: 

Solid Rock Youth Center             $1,000 

Ivins Outreach Staying Put Program         $1,000 

Liberty to Captivity               $1,000 

Giant Gift Cards                $2,000 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
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The following contributions were made possible by miscellaneous bequests that had been col-

lected over the years: 

Ivins Outreach Outing              $   250 

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen            $1,000 

Advocates for the Homeless & Those in Need      $6,450 

Urban Promise Trenton              $   100 

The Morrisville Presbyterian Church outreaches to those in need not only within the Morrisville 

area, but also nationally and worldwide!  Thank you to everyone who made contributions that 

enabled this committee to make such generous donations! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ray Hendrickson     

Staying Put Program:  The Staying Put program is our premiere pro-

gram to assist members who may need help with transportation, small 

tasks around the house, or just a friendly call.  A component of this pro-

gram is the Acts of Kindness.  Thanks to the generosity of, and our part-

nership with, the Bucks County Technical School, on Fridays for 8 

weeks in both the spring and fall we are able to provide meals to our 40 

Staying Put members. 

Acts of Kindness:  There were 855 requests made and 621 completed, 

with 234 cancellations due to illness, weather or other circumstances.  Most requests involve 

trips for medical/dental appointments, medical treatments, diagnostic testing or grocery shop-

ping.  Some are for social events or personal reasons such as visiting a hairdresser.  918 volun-

teer hours of service were donated for the year.  There are 40 paying members in this program 

and 41 volunteers, with 16-22 who are very active. 

21st Century Grant:  A very impactful program, administered through Ivins House, is the after

-school and summer enrichment camp program for youth, funded through the 21st Century 

Grant.  This past year there were 18 different camps and programs that took place in Morrisville 

Borough and Bristol Borough schools (including St. Marks & Holy Trinity Catholic Schools), 

plus a summer transition program for Conwell Egan High School and Bucks County Technical 

High School.  A total of 1305 students were enrolled.  The summer camps provided breakfast, 

lunch and activities that included arts, theater, sports, academics and completion of the schools' 

assigned summer readings.  

Fundraising:  Our premier fundraiser was our Annual Golf Outing, held on September 17, 

2018 at Yardley Country Club.  This has continued to be a successful event for Ivins, and more 

golfers participated this year than last year.  Our title sponsor was William Penn Bank; other 

corporate sponsors were generous donors as well.  With the funds raised from our event the 

Ivins Outreach Center will connect families and individuals to social service agencies for emer-

gency monetary assistance with rent or heating bills.  Our Staying Put in Lower Bucks and 

Food for Thought programs will enable older adults to remain in their own homes and stay ac-

The Ivins Outreach Center (IOC) 
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tively engaged in their communities.  Our active older adult volunteers will provide in-school 

mentoring to academically struggling students, in partnership with area school districts.  Every 

day we strive to improve the quality of life for those within our neighboring communities, with 

opportunities to remain healthy, confident, connected and secure -  regardless of age, income or 

background.  We will continue to promote and sponsor this event. 

We are moving away from fundraising events to development of partnerships with corporations 

and businesses, and we will also continue to submit grant applications. 

Home Share: In last year’s report we advised that we were exploring a new program called 

“Home Share”, which involves a homeowner offering accommodations to someone in need of a 

place to live.  In exchange, with agreement by both parties, there would be a requirement of 

some financial assistance, assistance with household tasks, and/or services as a caregiver (or a 

combination of all three).  Please refer to that report for more information.  The County Agen-

cies and the Commissioner showed enthusiasm for the project, and the Ivins Board of Directors 

is interested, but there are numerous details to resolve and money is a large factor.  The board 

will continue to work on this new program and is currently looking to create a business plan 

advisory board. 

Holiday Giving Tree:  Ivins seasonal/holiday food and toy drive, known as the Giving Tree, 

was a success again this year due to the generosity of 30 agencies, businesses, churches and in-

dividuals who donated their time and money.  35 volunteers gave countless hours of their time 

to prepare and distribute the food, toys and coats.  A special thank you goes to Stoneman Part-

ners whose employees joined the effort to register participants, work at the Toys for Tots Ware-

house, pick up and organize toys by gender and age, wrap everything, schedule family pick up 

times and clean up at Manor Park.  Thank you to Morrisville School District for the use of the 

Manor Park School.  Thank you also to Kim Pattley from the YMCA and Mary Lynn Alvino 

from “Driving Away the Cold”, who provided 227 new winter coats. 

Eagle Scout Projects:  This past year an Eagle Scout, whose project was to fix and upgrade the 

ramp at our back entrance, completed the project in the fall of 2018.  Another Eagle Scout re-

cently replaced the kitchen floor, worked to repair and secure the molding on the first floor and  

then painted the first floor.  The second floor will be worked on during the fall of this year. 

New Board Officers:  As of June 30, 2019, my presidency term ended on the IOC Board of 

Directors.  The current board will continue to seek qualified new board members who will com-

mit and contribute their talents and skills to the board, in order to continue the success of the 

Ivins mission.  

I have listed the new slate of officers below.   

 Tom Wisnosky, President- Morrisville resident and former Mayor of Morrisville; Production  

 Manager of a New York TV station.  

 April Halloran, Vice President - Morrisville resident; MPC member; Director, Communica

 tion; Consultant, Retirement & Personal Wealth Solutions - Bank of America 

 Skip Tenney, Treasurer - Yardley resident; CPA, Harrison Tenney & Associates, LLC.  

 Bob Paul, Secretary - Morrisville resident 



37 

Financial stability and sustainability continue to be major challenges.  We always looking for 

new ways to generate funding, to make a stronger effort to research and apply for grants, and to 

solicit corporate sponsorships, as well as donations from local businesses and individuals.  

These actions will help to ensure that all members of the community have access to the Ivins 

Outreach Center and to its continuum of programs that address youth development as well as 

provide services to older adults and families-support so needed and relied upon in these chal-

lenging times. 

We are continually grateful to all of our wonderful volunteers, our very dedicated and energetic 

staff at the Ivins Outreach Center, and for the leadership of our Executive Director - Darletta 

Berry-Johnson.  We are solely dependent upon them. 

The partnerships we have with MPC, Morrisville United Methodist Church, YMCA of Lower 

Bucks County, the Bucks County Tech School, the William Penn Foundation, Boy Scouts of 

America and Infinity Health Care Services (to name a few) are priceless.  Then, of course, to all 

of those who have supported the Ivins Outreach Center throughout the years in a variety of 

ways, we are so very grateful. 

We look forward to continuing to serve our community, with God’s grace and love, and with a 

new Board of Directors, new ideas and new initiatives, and by improving what we already have 

in place.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Sherlock 

Food Center's Mission 

To provide supplemental food assistance to families in Lower Bucks 

County and the Trenton area.  The Food Center has been doing this 

since 1997.   

Operations 

The Food Center had two significant changes in its operations in the 

past year:  instituting appointments for clients and eliminating one-time

-use plastic bags. 

Clients can visit once per month.  In the past 12 months, over 

9,500 individuals were served – 47% adults, 32% children and 

21% seniors.  Over 360 new families were served.  The number 

of individuals served, and the number of households served, are 

down from the previous year.  The number of new families is up 

from 350 last year. 

Clients receive food on Wednesday mornings from 9 a.m. to noon.  College students and those 

who are employed can receive food on the first Tuesday of each month from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

Clients can now make appointments on Wednesdays; this avoids standing in line on a first-

Food Center (FC) 
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come, first-served basis.  This has been successful in decreasing client wait times, and our cli-

ents now happily make appointments. 

Food is now packed into heavy-duty brown grocery bags in order to eliminate the use of two 

plastic bags around each packed, standard-weight grocery bag.  Clients are encouraged to bring 

in recyclable bags to hold extra food items. 

Our volunteers come from several PA & NJ church-

es and synagogues, the general public, youth work-

ing to achieve community service time, children and 

grandchildren of adult volunteers, high school and 

college students during the summer, and a few cli-

ents.  MPC members make up about 1/3 of the vol-

unteers. 

From 5 to 10 volunteers come every Monday evening to pack an average of 200 bags of food.  

Another 5 to 10 volunteers come during the day on Tuesday to receive deliveries from Phila-

bundance, unpack and clean the produce, and set up the tables for Wednesday's food distribu-

tion.  From 25 to 30 adults (plus students during the summer) are there every Wednesday to as-

sist clients with receiving food.  On Thursday, volunteers purchase canned goods and non-

perishables from local merchants.  On the first Tuesday evening of each month, about 10 of our 

volunteers distribute food to families who can't come during the day on Wednesdays.  We also 

have about 6 of our volunteers who rotate picking up donated food, (primarily day-old bagels, 

breads and desserts) at various businesses.   

An Executive Committee of 12 people steer the FC. 

Food Supply  

Over 200,000 pounds of fresh produce, bakery items, meats and nonperishable items were dis-

tributed to clients in the past year.  

Every Tuesday morning volunteers receive roughly 2,000 to 4,000 pounds of food, much of it 

produce, from Philabundance.  Some volunteers pickup large quantities of bread, desserts and 

boxes of donated merchandise each week from Giant in Morrisville and McCaffrey's, frozen 

items most weeks from the Bucks County Opportunity Council in Doylestown in conjunction 

with Applegate Farms, bagels from Einstein’s, and, during summer and fall months, fresh vege-

tables from Rolling Harvest, an area farm group.  Most of our canned goods and non-

perishables are purchased from Aldi's.  We also purchase food from Mercer Street Friends in 

Ewing, NJ.  Several individuals, churches and synagogues, and other social or fraternal organi-

zations, such as the US Postal Service's food drives, provide food.  Girl Scout and Boy Scout 

Troops provide collected food throughout the year.   

We estimate that we purchase about one fifth of our 

food, and the other four fifths is donated.  

Donations  

Total income from donations, grants and investment 

income for the past 12 months was $88,171.  Most 

of this money comes from a large number of indi-
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vidual donors, churches, social and service organizations and businesses.  Total expense during 

the past 12 months for purchased food and nonfood items was $91,188.  Note that these 

amounts include the purchase of new van at a cost of $35,750.  Shop Rite provides grants which 

enables occasional extra deliveries of purchased food from Philabundance.  Past analyses have 

shown that the worth of the food given out, if it had to be purchased by the clients at grocery 

stores, would be about 4 times the money spent by the 

Food Center in obtaining the food. 

The new church van, which was purchased by a single, 

anonymous donation to the Food Center, is primarily used 

by the Food Center, and is used to pick up purchased food 

from Aldi's and Mercer Street Friends, and to take left-

over, perishable food to the Trenton Soup Kitchen on 

Wednesdays. 

 

“The Lord's Tailor Shop”, aka Clothing Center, was established in 

1983, and to date has raised $265,313.74 to support various out-

reach causes.  The shop is located in Room 4 in the church base-

ment, and is open for business on Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 

Faithful volunteers sort, price and sell the many donations from our 

church congregation and community.  We accept donations of 

small appliances, household items and clothing for all ages on 

Mondays from 9:00 a.m. to noon, and also on Tuesdays from 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  We keep in mind that all proceeds go to support 

the work of the Outreach Committee.  The committee, in turn, dis-

burses the funds to needy organizations. 

This year we were pleased to have two special events:  our Christmas Open House and another 

open house held in March.  Many in our congregation came to shop and see exactly what is 

available to “all walks of life”.  Special buys that we offer include name brands such as Chico, 

Joseph A. Banks, Lenox and Limoge china, plus many more.  In the future you will find many 

items to pique your interest. 

Thanks go to our faithful volunteers, who work together tire-

lessly and with a smile to support this worthwhile endeavor: 

Delores Morris, Ev Fletcher, Sarah Sunderland, Kathy Foster, 

Miriam Twiname, Jill Kerr and Betsy Jurey. 

This year we again held a “bag day” on our last Tuesday before 

closing for the summer.  People purchased a $3 or $5 bag and 

filled it to the top.  It was a great success - so much so that we 

would welcome any donations of household items, i.e. small 

The Lord’s Tailor Shop 
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appliances, knick-knacks or glass and china items.  These 

items can be dropped off in September when we reopen. 

We thank everyone who donated household items and 

clothing to our inventory, making our efforts to help oth-

ers possible.  We look forward to seeing everyone in Sep-

tember and if you are considering getting rid of that slight-

ly used suit or dress, or grand-mom's crystal, please keep 

us in mind. 

Sales Sept/June 11th    $8,475.24* 

*See Outreach Committee report for income and disbursements.   

“Grounded in the grace of God, we are a vibrant Christian Community, disciples of all ages, 

gathered for worship and nurture, scattered to serve and love." 

Once again another school year has come to a close.  Weekday Nursery School has had its 

doors open to the community for 60 years of service.  The philosophy of WNS is to teach chil-

dren how to socialize and communicate effectively with one another in order to build confi-

dence, in a safe and loving environment.  We thank Morrisville Presbyterian Church for your 

continued support, which allows us to provide our students with lifelong lessons that are so im-

portant in today's society.  As in Proverbs 22:6 “Start children off on the way they should go, 

and even when they are old they will not turn from it.” 

Each member of our teaching staff has earned her bachelor’s degree in education, and everyone 

is certified by the Pennsylvania State Board of Education. 

Chris Borish, Director/Teacher, teaches Half-Pints and 3-year-old students.  Chris has the 3-

year-old class that meets three mornings each week.  Chris just finished her seventeenth year of 

teaching at WNS, eleven years as director. 

Our teachers for the 2018-2019 school year are as follows:  Kim Cooper, who has been with us 

for twelve years, taught the three/four/five day 4-year-old class.  Christina Alexy just finished 

her tenth year with us and taught the 2-day/3-day 3-year-old class.  Jill Hay was our classroom 

aide and this was her fourth year in the classroom with us.  She has served on our board for 

many years. 

This school year we were unable to offer any afternoon classes due to the lack of interest in the 

afternoon classes.  The afternoon classes that we have had in previous years have boosted our 

enrollment by as many as 20 students.  Our numbers have been a bit lower for that reason.  We 

were able to run the school effectively with a lower enrollment and finish up with a small loss 

on our budget.  Our hope is to bring in new families and continue to move forward by adding 

additional classes with more choices and some longer hours.  Last year we added a 2-day option 

for our Half-Pint class, and that was up and running.  We also offered a 3 full-day option to our 

4-year-old section, which didn’t generate enough interest to operate.  

Our efforts would not be successful without the support of MPC and the church staff, as well as 

Weekday Nursery School (WNS) 
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the hard work and dedication of our Board of Directors.  All Board members are unpaid volun-

teers, with the exception of our Treasurer and Enrollment Secretary, who both receive a modest 

stipend for their services.  

2018-2019 Board of Directors 

Tuition by Class                                 2018-2019   2017-2018 

4-year-olds attending 

5 1/2 days/wk      $3284/yr     $3188/yr 

4 1/2 days/wk      $2650/yr     $2573/yr 

3 1/2 days/wk      $2171/yr     $2108/yr 

3 Full days/wk      $4342/yr 

3 Full & 2 1/2 days/wk   $5789/yr 

3-year-olds attending 

3 days/wk        $2394/yr   $2324/yr 

2 days/wk        $1642/yr   $1594/yr 

Half-Pints (2 yrs., 7 mos. old) attending 

1 day/wk        $1026/yr   $996/yr 

2 days/wk        $2052/yr 

 

Enrollment by Class        2018-2019 

Half-Pints 2 days         4 

Half-Pints 1 day         1 

2 days, 3-year-old A.M.      6 

3 days, 3-year-old A.M.        13 

3 Full days, 4-year-old P.M.     0 

3 Full & 2 1/2 days, 4-year-old    0 

Combo 3/4 & 5 days, 4-year-old A.M.    10 

Combo 2/3 day, 3-year-old P.M.    0 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairperson     Jennifer Mizak 

Enrollment Secretary  Joanie Layden 

Treasurer      Amy Kieley 

EMC Representative   Susan Light 

Recording Secretary   Lauren Almond 

Member at Large    Natalie Coia 

Member at Large    Jill Hay 

Parent Representative  Jenna Biaocchi 

Parent Representative  Caitrin McLean 

Parent Representative  Emily Bauscher 

Learning about dental health 

month by brushing our teeth 

Last day of school popsicles 3-year-old PJ day  

Saying goodbye to our 

baby chicks 
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William C. Burgess/Charter Organization Representative 

 

Leadership Members 

Mike Sheridan - Pack Master        Charles Cera - Committee Chair  

Stephanie Huston -  Lion Den Leader     Christian Santamaria - Tiger Den Leader 

Dustin Covert - Wolf Den Leader      Chris Newill - Bear Den Leader 

Jeff Heiserman - Webelos Leader      Don Bellamy - Treasurer 

From September 2018-June 2019 we had 26 active Cub Scouts.  Each den meets individually 

once a week in the MPC education wing or at “go see-it” locations, such as the local firehouses 

or nature centers.  Committee Meetings are held once a month on the Monday prior to our pack 

meetings.  Pack meetings are held once a month, either in Fellowship Hall or at various loca-

tions around Bucks County.  At the pack meetings Scouts are awarded for their achievements 

and recognized for the work they’ve done during the past month.  Projects may be on display, 

and the scouts perform skits, play games and or do activities.  The Cub Scouting program helps 

our children build self-confidence, responsibility and leadership skills, while having fun with 

their families and friends.  

Pack Activities (2018-2019) 

September - Bonfire (Snipes Farm) 

November - Scouting for Food (MPC), Camping with Troop 3 (Ockinickon)   

December - Holiday Party (Fellowship Hall), Winterfest (HS) 

January - Monster Jam (Cure Insurance Arena, Trenton) 

February - Blue & Gold Dinner (MPC Fellowship Hall)  

March - Marshland Cleanup (Abbotts Marshland), Pack Pinewood Derby (MPC Education 

Wing), Canal Cleanup (Morrisville) 

April - Camping (Lake Towhee), District Pinewood Derby (Langhorne) 

May - Mondo Yard Sale (MPC Parking Lot), Memorial Day Parade (Morrisville) 

June - Year End Pack Picnic (Falls Township Park), Trenton Thunder Game/Sleep Over 

(Trenton) 

July - Ringing Rocks Day Hike (Upper Black Eddy) 

August—National Night Out (Williamson Park), Fishing Derby (Falls Township Park) 

Cub Scouts/Pack 3 - Morrisville, PA 
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Pack Fund Raising Events (2018-2019) 

Holiday Plant Sale, Bowling Night, Gertrude Hawk Candy Bar Sale, Mondo Yard Sale 

What was new in 2018-2019 

We started a new den for kindergarteners called the Lion Den.  The BSA has made an organiza-

tional change this year, allowing girls to join Cub Scouts (although Pack 3 doesn’t yet have any 

girl cubs).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

William C. Burgess/Charter Organization Representative 

Leadership Members 

Troop Master - John Waslenko 

Asst. Scout Masters - Patrick McKeown, Donald       

Bellamy, Ken Brothers, Steve Curran and Steve Huston 

Committee Chair - Pat McKeown 

Committee Members - Tom DeShields, Amy Bellamy, Steve Curran, Ken Brothers,  

Patricia McKeown, Stephanie Huston, Steve Huston and Denvor Vancil 

Troop Membership 

During 2018-2019 Troop 3 consisted of 20 scouts.  Troop meetings continue every 

Monday at MPC from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.  The boys camp once a month in 

rain, snow or shine.  Committee meetings are held once a month to discuss troop 

issues such as finances, problems, successes, past and future events.  We had three 

Scouts achieve the rank of Eagle Scout:  Ian O’Keefe, Patrick Getty & Logan Mar-

cakis.  Three boys from Cub Scout Pack 3 crossed over into Troop 3 in June. 

Many advancements, ranks and special awards were also earned by boys of the 

troop.  Leaders and Scouts alike continue to train for their positions.              

Boy Scout Troop 3 - Morrisville,PA 

Pack Meeting, November 2018  Ringing Rocks, 2018 Lake Nockamixon, 2019 
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Troop Activities: 

September - Ockanickon Weekend 

October - Brothers Shooting Weekend / Flea Market 

November - Turkey Feast / Ockanickon Weekend 

December - Christmas Tree Sale / Sleepover at MPC 

January - No activity 

February - Blue Mountain Ski Weekend / Mercer Klondike Derby 

March - Houser's Weekend Campout 

April - Treasure Island Campout and Bike Hike 

May - OA Camping at Ockanickon 

June - Brothers Campout / OA Conclave 

July - Summer Camp / Camp Roosevelt, Maine 

Troop Fund Raising Events (2018-2019): 

Troop 3 Yard Sale at MPC 

CarMax Foundation Grants 

50" Samsung TV Raffle 

Christmas Tree Sale 

Styer's Pie Sale 

Community Service Events: 

Mayor's Labor Day Picnic 

Morrisville Memorial Day Parade 

Morrisville Rotary Breakfast at UMC 

Served breakfast during Morrisville Student Loan fundraiser at MHS Thanksgiving Day 

Holly Nights at Pennsbury 

Winterfest 

MPC Food Pantry 

Meal Share at UMC 

Morrisville Rotary Egg Hunt 

Mail Carrier Food Drive 

Flag replacement at Morrisville Cemetary 
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