
 

 

OCTOBER 4, 2020 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
*Please maintain social distance of at least 6 feet and 

keep your mask on at all times while on MPC property. 
 
PRELUDE — Guide Me O, Thou Great Jehovah      Patricia Guth 

CALL to WORSHIP         Molly Ramsey 

One: Come, all who thirst—come to the water. 

All: You who long for the water of life—come and drink! 

One: Dip your soul in the river of God's goodness; 

All: Quench your thirst at God's well of grace. 

One: For God is here among us, offering living water to all who would drink! 

All: Let us worship God together! 
 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION                                                                         Reverend Jack McAnlis 

God of mercy, hear the prayers of your thirsting people.  We live in a world full of your mir-
acles, but we often attribute them to our hands alone.  Time and again you show us your 
presence and love, yet we often turn to our own way when your response does not come 
soon enough or in the way we expect.  For the many opportunities to extend forgiveness 
that we have refused, show us what it means to love, again, dear Lord.  For our sins and 
our indifference, forgive us, Loving One, and quench our thirst with your grace.  Remake 
us into vessels of your tenderness and your compassion for Christ’s sake and the sake of 
the world.  

(Time for silent prayer and confession.) 
 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS 
One: Hear the good news of the Gospel: because of God’s great love for us, we have peace with 
 God and receive God’s abundant gift of grace, the living water that quenches the dryness of 
 our souls.  And so, friends, let us rest in the assurance of God’s love and proclaim the good 
 news of the Gospel:  

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen!  
 

RESPONSE to GOD’S GRACE — Glory to the Father  GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING — Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 
Lord commanded.  They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.  
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.”  Moses said to them, “Why 
do you quarrel with me?  Why do you test the Lord?”  But the people thirsted there for water; and 
the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty. 
Hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream doth flow. 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 

be thou still my strength and shield; 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 

Death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 



 

 

our children and livestock with thirst?”  So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this 
people?  They are almost ready to stone me.”  The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the peo-
ple, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go.  I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.  Strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”  Moses did so, in the sight of the 
elders of Israel.  He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and test-
ed the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  
 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

MEDITATION                                                              Pastor Alex Lester-Abdalla 
 

AFFIRMATION of  FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image. 
The God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. 
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.  The 
same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ 
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of 
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men 
to all ministries of the Church.  With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

MUSICAL MEDITATION — Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior, Thee                                             ADORO TE DEVOTE 

Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, thee, 
who at this blessed feast art pleased to be; 
both flesh and spirit in thy presence fail, 
yet here thy presence we devoutly hail. 

 

O blest memorial of our dying Lord, 
who living bread to all doth here afford! 
O may our souls forever feed on thee, 

and thou, O Christ, forever precious be! 
 

Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God, 
cleanse us, unclean, with thy most cleansing blood; 

increase our faith and love, that we may know 
the hope and peace which from thy presence flow. 

 

O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 
may what we thirst for soon our portion be, 
to gaze on thee unveiled, and see thy face, 

the vision of thy glory and thy grace. 
 

POSTLUDE — Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken   

 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION at HOME 

- Where have you seen moments of dryness or thirst in your own life or in those around you? 

- How might you be open to God's refreshing waters and presence in your life? 
 

OTHERS PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'S SERVICE 
Tim Carpenter – Director of Music 

Photos provided by:  Luisa Herrera-Gonzalez, Nancy Kernan,  
Damon Miller & Rachel Rhodes 


