
The Food Center has continued its mission of providing supplemental food assistance to fami-

lies in Lower Bucks County and the Trenton area since 1997.  It is blessed with pleasant, appre-

ciative clients, friendly and helpful volunteers, generous financial donors, and generous individ-

uals and businesses who donate food and supplies.  God works through all of us to make this 

outreach successful. 

Who is Served?  

Clients can visit once per month for supplemental assistance, but are also able to go to other 

food banks.  Some clients come every month.  Some clients only come for a few months.  In 

the past 12 months, over 10,000 individu-

als were served – 50% adults, 32% chil-

dren and 18% seniors.  These individuals 

make up over 5,000 households.  Over 

350 new families were served.  The num-

ber of individuals served, the number of 

households served, and the number of new 

families are all down from the previous 

year. 

When and Where Are They Served? 

Clients can visit to receive food on Wednesday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to noon and working 

family clients can visit on the first Tuesday of each month from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Who Are The Volunteers?  

We have about 90 volunteers, and they come from diverse areas:  several PA & NJ churches 

and synagogues including Morrisville Presbyterian Church, the general public, youth working 

to achieve community service time, children and grandchildren of adult volunteers, college stu-

dents during the summer, and a few clients. 

What Do Our Volunteers Do? 

From 5 to 15 volunteers come every Mon-

day evening to pack an average of 200 

bags of food.  Another 5 to 10 volunteers 

come during the day on Tuesday to receive 

deliveries from Philabundance, unpack 

and clean the produce and set up the tables 

for Wednesday's food distribution.  Stu-

dents from the Valley Day School come 

on Tuesdays throughout the year to help.  

Wednesday, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., is 

when most of our volunteers help; from 25 to 30 adults (plus students during the summer) are 

there every week.  Our Wednesday volunteers interview clients, help clients collect produce, 

breads and other items before they receive their prepacked bags of food, keep the food          
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distribution tables restocked, assist the process administratively, keep the areas clean and neat, 

and help clients take their food to their cars.  On Thursday, volunteers purchase canned goods 

and non-perishables from local merchants.  The first Tuesday evening of each month, about 10 

of our volunteers distribute food to working families who can't come during the day on 

Wednesdays.  We also have about 6 of our volunteers who rotate picking up donated food, pri-

marily day-old bagels, breads and desserts, at various businesses.  An Executive Committee of 

12 people steer the FC. 

Where Do We Get Our Food? 

Every Tuesday morning volunteers receive 

roughly 2,000 to 4,000 pounds of food, much 

of it produce, from Philabundance.  Some 

volunteers pickup large quantities of bread, 

desserts and boxes of donated merchandise 

each week from McCaffrey's, frozen items 

most weeks from the Bucks County Oppor-

tunity Council in Doylestown in conjunction with Applegate Farms, bagels from Einstein’s, 

and, during summer and fall months, fresh vegetables from Rolling Harvest, an area farm 

group.  Most of our canned goods and non-perishables are purchased from Aldi's or the Dollar 

Tree.  We also purchase food from Mercer Street Friends in Ewing, NJ.  Additionally, several 

individuals, churches and synagogues, and other social or fraternal organizations, such as the 

US Postal Service's food drives, provide food.  Girl Scout and Boy Scout Troops provide col-

lected food throughout the year.  Between 17,000 and 21,000 pounds of fresh produce, bakery 

items, meats and nonperishable items are distributed each month.  In general, we estimate that 

we purchase about one-fifth of our food, and the other four-fifths is donated.  

How Are Your Donations Used? 

Total income from donations, grants and investment income for the past 12 months was 

$59,429.  Most of this money comes from a large number of individual donors, churches, social 

and service organizations and businesses.  Total expense during the past 12 months for pur-

chased food and nonfood items was $49,479.  Shop Rite provides grants which allow occasion-

al extra deliveries of purchased food from Philabundance.  Giant in Morrisville provides plastic 

bags.  Past analyses have shown that the worth of the food given out, if it had to be purchased 

by the clients at grocery stores, would be about four-times the money spent by the Food Center 

in obtaining the food. 


