
 

 

APRIL 4, 2021 
EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE 

 
 

CALL to WORSHIP                                                                                                        Pastor Alex Lester-Abdalla 

One: Listen, I am telling you a secret.  The trumpet will blast, and the dead will be raised with 
 bodies that will not decay, 
All: And we will be changed. 
One: And when this perishable body has been clothed in what cannot decay, and when the dying 
 body has been clothed in what cannot die, then the statement in scripture will happen. 
All:  Death has been swallowed up by a victory. 
One: Where is your victory, O Death? 
All:  Where, O Death, is your sting? 
One: The Lord is risen! 
All:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

HYMN — Jesus Christ is Risen Today     EASTER HYMN 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day; Alleluia, 

who did once upon the cross; Alleluia, 
suffer to redeem our loss; Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing; Alleluia! 
Unto Christ our heavenly king; Alleluia, 
who endured the cross and grave; Alleluia, 

sinners to redeem and save: Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as God’s love. Alleluia! 

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION                                                                                        Molly Ramsey 

It sounds too good to be true, God, that you would claim us as your own through victory 
over death.  How can love be so far-reaching?  How can it be that there is nowhere we can 
go where your love will not go with us?  We doubt your love and your grace because our 
experience of love is conditional and grace only partial.  Overwhelm us with your love, that 
we might trust the Good News of resurrection not only this day, but always.  

(Time for silent prayer and confession.) 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS 
One: Hear the good news, beloved church: By the grace of God and the witness of our           
 ancestors, the good news of Jesus’ resurrection is our rock and our salvation.  God who 
 raised Jesus from the dead has not given us over to death, but instead restored us to new 
 life.  And so, together, let us proclaim the greatest news of the Gospel:   

All: In the name of Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING — John 20:1-18                                

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’  Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went towards the tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 



 

 

and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He saw the lin-
en wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrap-
pings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet.  They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’  She said to them, ‘They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’  When she had said this, she 
turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to 
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?  For whom are you looking?’  Supposing him to be the gar-
dener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.’  Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’  She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not 
yet ascended to the Father.  But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’  Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disci-
ples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

One: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

MEDITATION Darkness is for Rising                                                     Pastor Rachel Rhodes 
 

HYMN — Christ is Alive!                TRURO 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 

with joy, with justice, love and praise. 
 

AFFIRMATION of  FAITH — Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy      
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS of  THANKSGIVING and  SUPPLICATION 
 

HYMN — Thine is the Glory                                                                          JUDAS MACCABEUS 
Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vic-tory thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where Thy body lay. 

Refrain: 
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the vic-tory thou o’er death hast won. 



 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life! 
Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife. 

Make us more than conquerors, through thy death-less love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  

Refrain 
 

BENEDICTION 

 
 
 

QUESTION for REFLECTION at HOME 

- Where have you seen God do God's very best work in the dark? 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*Please note all announcements for Sunday bulletins are due by noon the Tuesday before  
they are to be published.  Please email announcements to Bulletin@MPCusa.net. 

 

LENTEN MISSION PROJECT 
Thank you for your generous support of our Lenten Mission Project for the Food Center.  We have collected 148 
personal hygiene bags that will be distributed throughout the month of April to Food Center clients. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING COLLECTION 

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, 
and opportunity.  The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) — Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People — all work in different ways to 
serve individuals and communities in need.  From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, 
their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 

Received during the season of Lent , each gift to OGHS helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging 
situations.  The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need.  In fact, OGHS is the 
single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world. 

One Great Hour of Sharing, makes a difference in the world and in our own community. 

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA) - 32% 
Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation of natural or  
human-caused disasters, and support for refugees. 

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP) - 36%         
Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes of poverty so all may be 
fed.     

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDOP) - 32%           
Invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and injustice and 
educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.    

This offering will be collected by today, Easter Sunday, April 4.  Please indicate your offering as "OGHS" whether 
you are using a check or online at www.mpcusa.org/give.  As in the past, thank you for your generous support to 
this offering.  

“Grounded in the grace of God, we are a vibrant Christian Community, disciples of all ages, gathered in worship and nurture, scattered 
to serve and to love.” 

 
 



 

 

MPC'S APRIL ADULT EDUCATION 
Our friend, the Apostle Paul, said “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”  But what exactly does 
that mean!?!  Thinking Christian is an ideal we all strive towards, but is hard to figure out on our own.  So we in-
vite you to join us in Adult Sunday School for the month of April as we discern this topic together.  Drew Hunger 
will be leading us in a course on Christian thinking on Sundays 4/11, 4/18, and 4/25.  MPC Adult Sunday School 
is currently being held every Sunday morning over Zoom from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  Please contact Pastor Alex at 
alexlester-abdalla@mpcusa.net if you are interested in joining any Sunday morning classes.  You will be added to 
the email chain which includes the Zoom link for each session.  
 

MPC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Calling all high school seniors and college students – did you know MPC provides six scholarships to high school 
seniors and college students?  Scholarship information and applications are now available on the MPC website.  
Scholarship application deadline is April 15, 2021.  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Alex. 

DEADLINE FOR MAY—JULY EDITION OF CURRENTS 
The deadline for the next edition of Currents is April 15.  This edition will cover any announcements and infor-
mation for the months of May, June and July as well as highlight events and news from the previous months.  
Please submit all information to damonmiller@mpcusa.net.  Thank you! 


