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APRIL 5, 2020 
PALM SUNDAY 

 
 
 

PRELUDE — Hosanna, Loud, Hosanna - Jennette Threlfall 
 
 

CALL to WORSHIP   
 

One: Look, your king is coming—humble and riding on a donkey. 

All: Hosanna to the Son of  David! 

One: Lay your cloaks before him, spread palms to honor him. 

All: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of  the Lord. 

One: Raise your voices, lift your hearts, rejoice—our Savior comes! 

All: Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 
 

PRAYER of CONFESSION  
 

All:  Suffering God, the way of  the cross is a hard road.  It is draining, it is 
demanding, it is fraught with danger.  You ask us to stay by your side as you 
walk toward Calvary, but weariness and fear overtake us.  Like the first disci-
ples, we are quick to betray you, to deny you, to abandon you.  Forgive us, 
God, and strengthen us for the journey ahead.  As the darkness gathers, 
renew our faith, fill us with hope, and startle us with your grace. 

(Time for silent prayer and confession) 

One: In a time where certainty about what is right and wrong is hard to come by, 
 hear the good news of  the Gospel:  Christ came into the world not to con-
 demn the world, but that the world should be saved.  Therefore be imitators 
 of  God, as beloved children.  Walk in love, as Christ loved us.  
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING — Matthew 21:1-11 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of  Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of  you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If  anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.[a]” 4 This took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

5 “Tell the daughter of  Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a don-
key, and on a colt, the foal of  a donkey.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23828a


 

 2 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd[b] spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 
went ahead of  him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of  David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord! Hosan-
na in the highest heaven!” 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds 
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

One: This is the Word of  the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PAUSE for PRAYER  
  

At this time, we invite you to take out a piece of  paper and a pen, or talk with the people you are worshipping with 
today, and answer at least one of  the following questions as we prepare to turn to God in prayer.  

1) When, in your life, have you been willing to ride toward something hard? 

2) What fear are you wrestling with this week? 

3) How do you experience God's love or how would you explain it? 

 
 

POSTLUDE — Concerto #13 - Mozart 
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