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APRIL 12, 2020 
EASTER SUNDAY 

 
 
PRELUDE — O God Beyond All Praising - Gustav Holst, arr. R. Proulx 

O God, beyond all praising, we worship you today 
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

For we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, 
At blessings without number and mercies without end: 
We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,  
We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

The flow’r of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 
Its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high; 
But hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown – 

Though small in mortal stature, to heaven’s garden grown: 
For Christ, the man from heaven, from death has set us free, 

And we, through him, are given the final victory. 

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
That we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 

And whether tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to praise you still: 

To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
And make a joyful duty and sacrifice of praise.  

     – Michael Perry 
 

CALL to WORSHIP   

One: Rejoice and be glad: 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made! 

One: Rejoice and be glad: 

All: Heaven and earth will never be the same! 

One: Rejoice and be glad!  Let us share the good news with all the world: 

All: Jesus Christ is risen today!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 
 

PRAYER of CONFESSION  
Risen Lord, even as we celebrate your good news this day, it doesn’t feel like enough.  We long to 
be with our church family.  We long for trumpets, lilies, and full sanctuaries.  We long for new 
Easter dresses, hats, and somewhere special to wear them.  We long for lunch around a crowded 
table and Easter egg hunts full of laughing children.  But more than ever we are called to cling to 
your good news as enough.  And so, forgive us risen Lord for the idols we have created that have 
come to define this day.  Forgive us for all the things that we allow to distract us from the truth: 
that your Son came into this world to save it.  Forgive us when we fail to recognize that we are re-
cipients of God’s saving love this day.  In these days when we are apart, and in these days when the 
world feels dark, may your good news be enough.  Transform our hearts and minds that we might 
be a people who proclaim with confidence that death has lost its sting.  For Christ is risen, Christ is 
risen, indeed!  Lord, have mercy upon us.    

(Time for silent prayer and confession) 
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SCRIPTURE READING — Matthew 28:1-10 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb.  2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, de-
scending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  3His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men.  5But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified.  6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.  Come, see the place where 
he lay.  7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.”  This is my message for you.’  8So they left 
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  9Suddenly Jesus met them 
and said, ‘Greetings!’  And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him.  10Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.’ 

 One: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

AFFIRMATION of  FAITH — Apostles' Creed 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Vir-
gin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PAUSE for PRAYER  
At this time, we invite you to take out a piece of paper and a pen, or talk with the people you are worshipping with 
today, and answer at least one of the following questions as we prepare to turn to God in prayer.  

1) What are you missing on this particular Easter? 

2) What are you grateful for on this particular Easter? 

3) Where have you seen the Risen Christ in your life and in the world? 
 

POSTLUDE — Christ is Alive!                   TRURO 
Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

Christ is alive!  No longer bound 
To distant years in Palestine, 

But saving, healing, here and now, 
And touching every place and time. 

In every insult, rift and war, 
Where color, scorn or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
And lives, where even hope has died. 
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Women and men, in age and youth, 
Can fell the Spirit, hear the call, 

And find the way, the life, the truth, 
Revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
Good news to this and every age, 
Till earth and sky and ocean ring 
With joy, justice, love and praise. 

  - Brian Wren 

 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'S SERVICE 
Rev. Rachel Rhodes – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Alex Lester-Abdalla – Associate Pastor 
Tim Carpenter – Director of Music 

MPC Chancel Choir 
Organ – Jason Vodicka 

Trumpets – Isaac Ashton and Neal Kindig 
Horns – Colleen and Steven Sweetsir 

Tuba – Liam Tahaney 
Timpani – Wesley Dearolf 

Young Disciples - Rory Thompson; Grace DiTulio; McKinley, Lincoln, and Harrison Bausher; 
MJ and Ben Rhodes; Charlotte and Max Sumrall; Lillie, Ella and Sarah Maddie Halloran 

Damon Miller – Communications Coordinator 


