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Morrisville Presbyterian Church’s 

Anniversary Celebration & Heritage Luncheon 

Sunday, November 3, 2019  

11:30 a.m. ~ Fellowship Hall 

All are welcome! 
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         Pastor’s Pen 
Dearest Friends, 

What an incredible season in the life of our church!  On September 29, 2019, Alex Lester-Abdalla was ordained as a 
Minister of Word and Sacrament and officially installed as our Associate Pastor.  It was a joyous occasion and one 
that marked a beautiful new season for Morrisville Presbyterian Church.   

During the Ordination & Installation service, Alex invited me to offer the charge to the congregation, and I was 
honored to be able to participate in this way.  One of the things I reflected on in the charge, was our study of the 
book of Acts in our weekly Brown Bag & Bible Study two years ago. 

Within our study of Acts, we heard countless tales of all kinds of different people.  We heard about Paul and Peter 
and Philip and Priscilla and Lydia and so many others.  And at the end of the book of Acts the text led us to be par-
ticularly consumed with the story and life of Paul.  The Apostle Paul had been imprisoned, he’d been in a terrible 
shipwreck and the drama had really picked up.  But we all knew that eventually Paul was going to die as a martyr for 
the faith.  And so we kept reading.  Paul finally made it to Rome and Luke writes, “[Paul] lived there two whole years at 
his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance.”  And we turned the page, ready to hear the grand conclusion to this beautiful story of 
Paul, and there was nothing there.  That was the end of the book of Acts, right in the middle of the drama.  And 
one of our faithful Bible Study members dropped her Bible loudly onto the table and said, “but what happened to 
Paul?!  I want to know how the story ends.”    

The truth we were reminded of time and time again in our study of Acts, and especially when Paul’s story seemed 
unfinished, was that the story’s main character was never Paul to begin with.  Nor Peter.  Nor Philip.  Nor Priscilla.  
Nor Lydia, nor any other person we’d run across throughout those 28 chapters.  All of them mattered, but only in-
sofar as they served, spoke, and embodied the word of God.  Through the witness of these characters, and even 
sometimes without their direct involvement, the word of God persevered.  And the Word of God would persevere 
long after all of them were gone.1 

Thanks be to God, Alexander Lester-Abdalla will forever be a part of this church’s story.  As was Cliff Pollack, Dick 
Kaufman, Ron Rosenau, Robert Rea, Trent Hancock, Becky Kahnt, Debbie Heffernan and a whole host of oth-
ers—and as are each of you.  But the thing we are called to remember is that our church’s story has never been and 
will never be about any one person who has inhabited its pulpit.  Nor has it ever been a story about Morrisville Pres-
byterian Church or the saints who have served it all these years.  But rather, it is all a story about God.  A story 
about a God who will protect God’s church, even from itself and its members.  A story about a God who calls the 
church into new and uncharted territory, well beyond anything it could have ever dreamed or imagined.  A story 
about a God who continues to say yes to people only ever thought to be on the outside of God’s love.  And a story 
about a God who calls people like Paul and Peter and Lydia, and like you and like me and like Alex to be God’s wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, Morrisville, Yardley, Trenton, Philadelphia, and to the ends of the earth.  It is 
the most sacred privilege that we know in this life to be a part of that story.  And though I am thrilled beyond meas-
ure that God has sent Alex to be a part of this particular church’s story, we must remember in our life together, that 
first and foremost, our life together must only ever be a story about God and about our call to point toward the 
greater story of God’s love.   

It is such a joy to share this sacred life with each of you.  And especially as we approach our Heritage & Anniversary 
Celebration on November 3, let us be mindful of the abundance of God’s blessings that we know here at MPC.  But 
let us always point beyond ourselves to the one in whom we live and move and have our being.  Thanks be to God 
for the gift it is to be a part of God’s story here at Morrisville Presbyterian Church! 

With gratitude for each of you, 

Rachel        
1 Matthew Skinner. Intrusive God, Disruptive Gospel, p. 175-176 
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Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper 
The next celebration of the Sacrament 

of the Lord’s Supper will occur on Sun-

day, November 3, during the 10:30 a.m. 

worship services.  A pew communion 

will be served. 

 
Sacrament of  Baptism 

Adults wishing to be baptized, or par-

ents requesting baptism for their child, 

are asked to call the church office at 

215-295-4191.  

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

FAITH FORMATION UPDATE FROM PASTOR ALEX 
Dear Priesthood of all Believers,  

Faith formation continues to roll right along through the month of October and into the month of November.  
These past weeks I have had the privilege to walk around and check in with our Sunday school classes of all ages, 
and I have been encouraged by the hard work and growth taking place in the halls of MPC.  October saw some dif-
ficult texts and subjects for our children and youth classes, but I witnessed teachers and students handle them with 
wisdom and openness.  Likewise, the second floor conference room seemed to be buzzing with interest as our 
Adult Education class discussed the topic of mental health this past month.  October also saw the return of the 
Men’s Retreat at MPC as a group of brave souls traversed to Camp Men-O-Lan to re-center in the Spirit of God 
through fellowship and spiritual renewal lead by Matt Rhodes.  All in all, this was a great month in the life of MPC 
where we continue to live into our mission of gathering for worship and nurture, so that we can scatter to serve and 
love as God calls us to do. 

I continue to be excited about what is ahead for faith formation entering into the month of November.  Youth-aged 
Sunday School will discuss familiar stories like Zacchaeus in the tree, as well as work through Jesus’s parables and 
arrest.   

Are you tired?  Are you looking for more energy, maybe 
a center, or reinvigorating moment in your week?  If so, 
you may be interested in Adult Education's month-long 
conversation centering on the subject of Sabbath.  Mol-
ly Ramsey will provide some basics on what Sabbath is 
on November 3, as well as what the Bible and Jesus say 
about Sabbath on November 10.  On November 17 I 
will discuss the practical and spiritual effects of Sabbath 
in our lives and in the community.  Finally, on Novem-
ber 24 Molly will lead a workshop on creating our own 
Sabbath.  All adults are invited to grow and learn to-
gether at Adult Sunday School from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 
a.m. in the Conference Room, located on the second 
floor and feel free to bring a friend!   

I look forward to what is in store for the life of this 
community of all ages as we continue to grow in faith 
with one another and with God. 

Grace and Peace, 

Alex 

BLUE JEANS SUNDAY 
Submitted by Rich Drabb 

The Board of Trustees will be holding 
the annual MPC Blue Jeans Sunday 
work day on Sunday, November 10, 
2019 from 11:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Everyone is welcome to wear blue jeans 
and work shirts to worship and then 
stay to help in the annual clean-up ef-
fort!  A pizza lunch will be provided for 

all workers after worship.  Please join us by adding your 
name(s) to the sign-up sheets in the Communication 
Center or contact Rich Drabb at 215-801-4445 to let us 
know that you will join in the fun.  We would like to 
know in advance who is coming, so we can plan projects 
and have equipment and supplies ready for you.  Thank 
you for your support as we seek to make MPC a warmer 
and more welcoming place to be!    
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Submitted by Betsy Jurey 

The MPC Clothing Center will host its 6th Annual 
Open House, for your shopping convenience, at the 
conclusion of the Sunday worship service on December 
8, 2019.  Located in the basement and room 4, we have 
a variety of Christmas items and an extensive variety of 
clothing for all, at 
reasonable prices. 
Please come and see 
for yourself what 
great things we have 
to offer.  See you 
on the 8th. 

MEN'S RETREAT 

Submitted by Amy Nolan 

MPC's Youth Club continues to host fun events, such 

as this one where members recently created a shoe tow-

er as part of a team-building experience!  Most Wednes-

days, Youth Club members gather for dinner and a pro-

gram.  If you haven't yet registered for Youth Club, it’s 

not too late!  We welcome new members any time dur-

ing the year.  Email mpcyc01@gmail.com or just show 

up.  Youth Club is open to all 6-12th grade youth in our 

community, regardless of religious affiliation.  Youth 

Club meetings continue in November with more fun 

and fellowship, including the always-popular broomball 

tournament!   

CLOTHING CENTER 
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 

Just go to smile.amazon.com, select Account and Lists, 
Your Account, Your Amazon Smile to designate     
Morrisville Presbyterian Church as the charity.  It costs 
the Amazon user nothing, and it will 
earn 0.5% from every purchase for 
the Deacons' Food Basket Program. 

Designate MPC as the Charitable Organization  
for Amazon Smile 

Submitted by Drew Hunger 

Thirteen men of MPC gathered at Camp Men-O-Lan 
from Friday evening, October 11 to Sunday morning, 
October 13, for a spiritual retreat.  

The Spiritual Leader for the retreat was the Reverend 
Matthew Rhodes, PsyD. Matt is a PCUSA Minister of 
Word and Sacrament, father to MJ and Ben, and hus-
band to Rachel.  During the week, Matt works as the 
Director of Religious Ministries and Co-Chair of the Bio
-Medical Ethics Committee for Penn Medicine Prince-
ton Health.  

The camp, which is located on 180 wooded acres in Up-
per Bucks County, PA, provided a rustic setting for in-
trospection, camaraderie, camp fires, and hiking.  The 
feedback from those who attended was so positive that 
they endorsed an effort to bring MPC men together lo-
cally one evening a month to watch a sporting event on 
TV.  They will enjoy snacks, drinks, and camaraderie, 
and briefly pause the game, at an appropriate time, for a 
15 to 20 minute discussion of one of the many intro-
spective questions provided by Matt.  Stay tuned. 

YOUTH CLUB 
WORKING AS A TEAM 

mailto:mpcyc01@gmail.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO MPC 
Fran Akelewicz grew up in upstate NY and has 3 wonderful brothers who are spread up and down the east coast.  
Fran has also been blessed with a fabulous goddaughter who just had her first child.  She is president of FCA & As-

sociates, Inc. which is a pharmaceutical, medical device and biotech consulting firm providing 
Quality Assurance and Regulatory Affairs services to global companies based around the world. 
Fran holds multiple graduate degrees within business and the sciences.  Additionally, she is cur-
rently an adjunct professor for the University of Georgia’s School of Pharmacy teaching at the 
master’s level.  Fran has lived in many places in the US and Germany and is now very happy to 
call Yardley, PA, her forever home.  When not working with clients and students, Fran is per-
fectly content tending her gardens, quilting, working with volunteer groups, inventing new reci-
pes, singing in the Pennsbury Community Chorus and sharing love and time with family, friends 
and Lester, her very first dog.  Fran was drawn to MPC by its welcoming and friendly atmos-
phere and degree of community commitment through Jesus Christ.  She feels that here, she truly 
is a child of God!  

 

Laura Hortas was born in New Haven, CT, and relocated to Yardley, PA in 2005 where she 
lives with her husband, Jonathan and two children, Ethan (9) and Emma (4).  Laura attended 
Battell Chapel and New Haven First Presbyterian Church growing up in Connecticut.  Laura re-
ceived a BA Degree in English from Columbia and now works at Bristol-Myers Squibb as the 
Head of Corporate and Employee Communications.  Laura has found MPC a welcoming com-
munity and looks forward to introducing her children to the church and contributing to the mis-
sion of MPC. 

 

Elizabeth Lester-Abdalla is a double PK (Pastor’s Kid) and one of three girls.  She grew up in 
Pottstown, PA where she met her husband, Alex, during senior year of high school.  She attend-
ed Duke University and worked as a paralegal in Philadelphia for a few years before heading off 
to law school at William & Mary while Alex attended Union Seminary in Richmond.  Alex and 
Elizabeth were married in 2017 and are happy to finally be back home in Pennsylvania.  Eliza-
beth currently works as a judicial law clerk in Camden, NJ and will continue clerking for a feder-
al judge next year in Philadelphia.  In her free time she loves reading, watching Philadelphia 
sports teams with Alex, and getting to explore the historical gems of this area.  She is also deeply 
emotionally invested in Duke Basketball.  Elizabeth is so excited to have found a wonderful new 
church home here at MPC! 

Christine Mathur grew up riding horses and ballet dancing.  She is an only child of 
two loving, hard working parents.  She attended a Lutheran Church for much of her 
life, but fell in love with the Presbyterian faith and community and is now reaffirming 
her faith here at MPC.  After serving honorably in the United States Navy she entered 
college at The College of New Jersey where she is pursuing her degree in industrial-
organizational psychology.  Her goal is to work in Human Resources upon graduation 
with the hopes of pursuing her Master’s degree in Human Resources.  Christine cur-
rently works here at Morrisville Presbyterian Church as the Nursery Coordinator with 
our youngest disciples.  She recently married Ankit Mathur and they are proudly ex-
pecting a little girl at the end of February.  They are hoping to raise their growing fami-
ly in this wonderful MPC community. 

(Continued on next page) 
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SCENES FROM RALLY DAY 2019 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO MPC (CONTINUED) 
Michael & Linda Smigelski were born in Philadelphia and have been married for 36 years.  They reside in Yardley 
since relocating back to PA from Maryland this year.  They strive to be a positive Christian example to their two 

grown boys, their families and five grandchildren.  Their careers as Registered Nurses have 
shown them the importance of being a leader, a role model and an advocate.  Michael for-
merly served as a Captain in the U.S. Army as a Critical Care Nurse and spent some time in 
Germany caring for the wounded and injured members of our military.  He currently works 
for Abington Jefferson Hospital.  Linda is an ordained Elder and Deacon and spends her 
days caring for family.  Since they had been raised Roman Catholic, they did not fully under-
stand what it meant to have a personal relationship with Christ until they started attending the 
PCUSA church.  Michael enjoys running, biking and working out, but mostly spending time 
with his grandkids.  Linda enjoys reading, crocheting and spending time with family and 
friends.  They are looking forward to the next step in their faith journey with the welcoming, 
warm, and friendly congregation of MPC.   
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MORRISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2019 Christmas Memorials & Honorariums 

Please note changes to the Memorial donation form for Poinsettias. 
The following opportunities are available for people desiring to make memorial/honorarium/celebration  

contributions during the Christmas season: 

POINSETTIAS 
Please fill in the tear-off below and return it with your check in the total amount of your option(s) below.  
Poinsettia orders need to be submitted to the church office by Sunday, December 1. 

MUSIC FUND 
Memorial contributions to this fund help to supplement the music ministry program via the Memorial  
Committee’s oversight.  In the past, these funds have been used to invest in handbell equipment, guest clinicians,  
and additional musicians for special musical offerings. 

DEACONS’ FOOD BASKET PROGRAM 
In addition to free-will donations received by the Deacons, you are welcome to contribute to the Food Basket  
Program as a gift or memorial to loved ones by using the form below. 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please do not add the memorial contribution amount to your pledge payment! 

Make checks payable to MPC with the type of memorial noted on the memo line. 

I (we) wish to make the following contribution(s) to: 

_____Poinsettia(s)   Number of Plants:_____  Amount attached:__________ 

 _____ I would like to purchase a poinsettia for the Deacons to deliver to a shut-in during the  

 Advent season.  The cost is $7.00 per plant. 

 _____ I would like to purchase a poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve     

 services.  The cost is $15.00 per plant and may be taken home after the services. 

_____Music Fund Please find $_______________ attached for this fund. 

_____Deacons’ Food Basket Program. Please find $_______________ attached for this fund. 

Given by:   
 

Phone:      + 

"In loving memory of"     "To give thanks for"      

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

Please print your submission exactly as you wish it to appear in the   
bulletin and return this form to the Church Office. 

Deadlines for submissions 
Poinsettia Orders - Sunday, December 1, 2019 

Music & Food Basket Contributions - Sunday, December 8, 2019 



NOVEMBER 

3 All Saints' Day 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service & Communion 
 11:30 a.m. Anniversary Celebration & 
   Heritage Luncheon 
6 6:00 p.m. Youth Club 
10 Word in Music Sunday 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 11:45 a.m. Blue Jeans Sunday Church Cleanup 
13 6:00 p.m. Youth Club 
16 6:45 a.m. Prep & Serve Breakfast at 
   FPC of Trenton 
17 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
20  6:00 p.m. Youth Club 
21  8:00 a.m. Deacons' Food Basket 
24 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
28  Thanksgiving Day 
 Church Office closed 
29  Church Office closed 
 

Morrisville Presbyterian Church Currents (USPS#204-040),  
is published monthly except for July.   

Periodical mail postage paid at Langhorne, PA 19047.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to  

Morrisville Presbyterian Church,  
771 N. Pennsylvania Ave.  

Morrisville, PA 19067.  

MORRISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
771 N. Pennsylvania Ave. | Morrisville, PA 19067 
Phone: 215-295-4191  | web: www.MPCusa.org 
 

Staff E-mail  

RachelRhodes@MPCusa.net  

AlexLester-Abdalla@MPCusa.net 

JackMcAnlis@MPCusa.net 

MattRhodes@MPCusa.net 

TimCarpenter@MPCusa.net 

MollyRamsey@MPCusa.net 

RichDrabb@MPCusa.net  

DianeToner@MPCusa.net 

LaurieJacobson@MPCusa.net 

DamonMiller@MPCusa.net 

COMING  E VENTS  
The Evangelism & Communications Committee is  

committed to keeping church news up to date. 
It is our goal to print and distribute “Currents”  

within the last week of the month.   
Therefore we ask that you please  

submit articles for the 
December 2019 “Currents” by November 10th to 

Currents@MPCusa.net 

To view upcoming events and meetings, 
please visit www.mpcusa.org  

and click on “Calendar” from the home page. 

Word in Music Sunday 
November 10, 2019 


